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In God We Trust                                                                             

Psalm 33:12; 2 Chronicles 7:14; 1 Timothy 2:1-3                                

HUMC 4 July 2021 

On this Independence Day weekend, Americans remember the 

birth of our nation through church services, patriotic ceremonies, 

parades, displaying the flag, barbeques, and fireworks.   

And I will admit, this year it feels different.  We are recovering 

from a year of COVID restrictions and the values we cherish seem 

to be under assault from all directions.     

But this may surprise you, but contrary to recent efforts to 

rewrite our nation’s history, our country has strong Christian 

roots.  For example:   

(1) FIRST CHARTER OF VIRGINIA (1606) SPECIFIED THAT THE 

VIRGINIA COLONY SHOULD BRING GLORY TO ALMIGHTY GOD AND 

ADVANCE THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

(2) MAYFLOWER COMPACT (1620) TO ADVANCE THE ENLARGEMENT OF 

CHRISTIAN RELIGION TO THE GLORY OF GOD ALMIGHTY.   

(3) CAROLINA CHARTER (1622) SETTLED FOR THE PROPAGATION OF 

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

 

Now if we were to take a special tour of our Nation’s capital – one 
that featured the elements of our Christian faith, I think you 
would be surprised that some of the most important monuments, 
buildings, and landmarks in Washington, D.C., include religious 
inscriptions, symbols, and imagery. I will share a few of these.  
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At the US Capital on the House of Representatives side on the 
first floor is the Cox Corridor, there are many inscriptions, 
historical scenes and statues of our nation’s history.   

 

• One such inscription comes from the first verse of America the 
Beautiful written by Katharine Lee Bates.  "America! God shed 
his grace on Thee, and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea 
to shining sea!" 
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• In the House Chamber where all the representatives meet and 
where the President delivers the state of union speech is the 
marble inscription “In God We Trust”.  This is prominently 
displayed.  My question is, how many of the representatives 
actually ponder those words.  I know if I were a representative 
sitting in that historic chamber that would be the first thing I 
would notice.   

 

 

 

 

The House of Representatives Chaplain Margaret Kibben and the 
US Senate Chaplain Barry Black, both former Navy Rear Admirals 
and give the daily prayers to all the legislators.   

In the Congressional Prayer Room near the rotunda is a place 
set aside for the use of members of Congress who seek a quiet 
place for meditation or prayer.  The stain glass window shows 
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Gen. Washington praying at Valley Forge which says, “Preserve 
Me O God, for in thee do I put my trust.  Psalm 16:1.   

 

 

 

Above the south door of the entrance to the Senate is another 
reminder "In God we trust." 

• Above the east entrance of the Senate are the words Annuit 
Coeptis, Latin for “God has favored our undertakings”.  This 
photo was taken Jan 6 when someone scaled the walls.   
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At the Supreme Court there 

is this emblem on the oak 
doors at the rear of the Court 
Chamber.  Here you can see 
the Stone Tablets of the Ten 
Commandments.  Perhaps you 
can make out the Roman 
Numerals I-V on one tablet 
and VI-X on the second.   

MOSES IS DISPLAYED PROMINENTLY 

INSIDE THE COURT CHAMBERS AND 

OUTSIDE ON THE EAST ENTRANCE 

OF THE COURT.   

 

At the beginning of each session, 
the Marshal of the US Supreme 
court announces:  The Honorable 
Chief Justice and the Associate 

Justices of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Oyez, Oyez, 
Oyez.  All persons having business 
before the Supreme Court of the 
United States, are admonished to 

draw near and give their attention, for the Court is now sitting. 
God save the United States and this Honorable Court. 

 

AT THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT-THE LATIN words 

“Laus Deo” are inscribed on the face of the 
aluminum point at the apex at the top which 
means Praise be to God.  When the sun hits the 
monument first thing in the morning, this 
inscription is the first to shine its light. A Holy 
Bible is one of the many articles found in the 
cornerstone.  
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The painting of the Baptism of Pocahontas prominently displayed 

at the US Capital Cox Corridor.  Baptized in 1613 in Jamestown, 

VA.  Pocahontas was the earliest native convert to Christianity in 

the English colonies.  
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THIS PAINTING ALSO IN CAPITAL COX CORRIDOR DEPICTS PILGRIM LEADER 

WILLIAM BREWSTER AND OTHERS PRAYING FOR DIVINE PROTECTION AS THEY 

ARE ABOUT TO TRAVEL TO THE NEW WORLD.   

 

Jefferson Memorial includes the statue of the 3rd President 

Thomas Jefferson and some of his famous sayings.  One of them 

is: “God who gave us life, gave us liberty.” 
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Lincoln Memorial features the 16th President Abraham Lincoln 

and contains numerous acknowledgments of God and Bible 

verses, such as Psalms 19:9, “The judgments of the Lord are true 

and righteous altogether”.  
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At the Library of 

Congress there are 

several Bible verses are 

etched on the walls, 

Micah 6:8 “What doth the 

Lord require of thee, but to 

do justly, and to love mercy, 

and to walk humbly with thy 

God” (Psalm 19:1) “The 

heavens declare the Glory of 

God, and the firmament 

showeth His handiwork” (John 1:5). ””The light shineth in darkness, 

and the darkness comprehended it not” (Proverbs 4:7) “Wisdom is 

the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom and with all thy getting, get 

understanding”  

 

The Gutenberg Bible is on 

prominent permanent display at the 

Library of Congress.  This was one 

the first printed Bibles from the 

printing press.   
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I want to move on to religious symbolism with the states.   

South Dakota Flag: “Under God the people rule” Inner 

inscription.  

 

 

In 20 states, you can buy a 

vanity license plate that says 

“In God We Trust”.   
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Florida Flag: “In God we Trust” on the bottom of the round 

yellow center.  

 

Mississippi Flag: New state flag with 

the magnolia plant and underneath is 

the motto, “In God we trust”. 

 

 

 

Georgia flag: State motto: 

“In God we Trust” surrounded 

by 13 stars. 

 

 

 

 

Ohio state seal: “With God all 

things are possible”- 
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Currency: In 1956 the official motto of the US became “In God 

We Trust. 

Coin-Penny: “In God we Trust”. 

 

One Dollar Bill – Back: “In God We Trust”.                       

Annuit Coeptis-“God has favored our undertakings”. 
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Five Dollar Bill – Back: Lincoln Memorial: “In God We Trust”.

 

 

Twenty Dollar Bill: White House “In God We Trust.” 
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One Hundred Dollar Bill: Independence Hall, Philadelphia, “In 

God We Trust”. 

 

Pledge Allegiance 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 

America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 

Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 

all.   

In 1954, the words “under God” were added.  I remember in 

grade school, we would recite the pledge of allegiance and sing 

“My Country Tis of Thee”.  That was two generations ago.  If our 

schools continued to do that, I think we would see a lot more 

patriotism. 

So this is a brief synopsis of our spiritual heritage through government 

buildings and our currency and this is part of the reason of why God 

has been an important part of our history.    
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Psalm 33:12, Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

2 Chronicles 7:14, If My people, who are called by My 

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and i will forgive their sins and will heal their 

lands.  

1 Timothy 2:1-3 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 

prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 

people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may 

live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  

This is good, and pleases God our Savior. 

This past week, I had been reading the history of the Christian 

church in the countries of Africa. It was a sad account of greed, 

exploitation, slavery, imperialism, and racism that involved all the 

colonial powers, (England, France, Belgium, Holland, Spain, 

Portugal, USA, Russia, Cuba, Middle Eastern countries and China) 

and included the leaders of all the 54 African countries 

themselves.  

If you think about it, humans are a fallen race and are sinful. 

Today, all 195 countries of the world have had their share of 

atrocities, oppression, injustice, cruelty, and racism.  

But in 1776, the USA was founded on Christian principles of 

liberty (freedom) and justice for all. It has not been perfect, but 

in the 245 years as a nation, we have been blessed as a country. 

There also have been some evil things done that has brought a 

great blemish on our national identity.  

In a recent Fox News poll, there are quite a few young people 

who are embarrassed to be Americans. It doesn’t help that the 

media continues to focus on the negative.  
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But overall, we are the envy of the world.  For example: 

• The constitution guarantees personal freedoms.  

• We are a land of opportunity.  

• There is widespread admiration for US technological and 

scientific advances.   

• There is a strong appeal of US business practices. 

• The US military is highly modernized and disciplined.  We 

participate in many peace time operations and have saved 

and liberated many other countries. 

• We have religious freedom where we can worship without 

interference. 

• The USA is a magnet for international tourism and 

immigration. (If we are so bad, why are millions of 

immigrants risking their lives to come here?)  

• The US leads the world in space exploration. 

• There is an abundance of natural resources and fresh water. 

• We are blessed by numerous national parks a variety of 

landscapes. 

• We are a country of diverse cultures. 

• Citizenship is still prized. 

• Americans are known for their generosity.    

• We have the best medical hospitals and facilities on the 

planet.  We are leaders in medical technology. 
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So let us do what we can and right the wrongs, to make our 

country even greater. Stand up for “freedom of religion” not 

“freedom from religion”  

 Let us end with a quote from America the Beautiful written by 
Katharine Lee Bates.  "America! God shed his grace on Thee, and 
crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!"  

God bless America!  
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