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The Rich Young Ruler                                                             
Mark 10:17-31                                                                             

HUMC 10 October 2021 
 
Perhaps you heard this story before.  A cow, a chicken and a pig 

were walking together and came upon a church and saw a sign 

out front which said, “Help Us Feed the Poor.”  Immediately the 

cow suggested that all of them could feed the poor.  The cow 

would provide the milk.  The chicken could provide the eggs and 

the pig, bacon. 

 

While the cow and the chicken thought this was such a wonderful 

idea, the pig protested.  He said, “It is one thing to provide milk, 

eggs and to the poor.  For you it is a contribution, but for me it is 

total commitment”. 

 

Commitment to Jesus does require an individual to give their total 

life, soul and their all.  And our scripture text is about a man who 

did weigh the cost and in the end found it too expensive.  Our 

text is Mark 10:17-31. 
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As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell 

on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”18 “Why do you call me 
good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God 
alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, 
you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, 
honor your father and mother.’[a]”20 “Teacher,” he 
declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”21 Jesus 
looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he 

said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.”22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth.23 Jesus looked around and 
said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter 
the kingdom of God!” 

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said 
again, “Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.”26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said 
to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 
God.”28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to 
follow you!” 

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left 
home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 

or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a 
hundred times as much in this present age: homes, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with 
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But 
many who are first will be last, and the last first.”   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-31+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24608a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-31+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24613b
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May God grant you understanding of His word.  Thanks be 
to God. 

Our Bible text focuses on this one particular man who asked 

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  And it is a question 

all of us should ask. 

 

The Bible tells us this man was financially well off.  We don’t 

know if he earned his wealth or inherited it, but Luke in his gospel 

tells us some additional information, that he was young and a 

ruler.  Now we don’t know if he was a ruler in a political sense or 

whether he was a ruler of a synagogue.   

 

If it was with the synagogue, it meant he scheduled guest rabbis 

to speak and selected the readings and prayers for that particular 

Sabbath.  His other responsibility was to keep the synagogue 

building in good repair.   

 

I suppose it could be said that if someone “had it all”, it would be 

this young man.  From all outward appearances, he could do 

what he wanted and buy anything he desired.  Perhaps he had a 
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nice family and certainly a good reputation in the town.  But 

despite his outward success, but something was missing, 

especially in the spiritual and he knew it.   

 

But this young man did something which was most unusual.  He 

ran to Jesus and fell at his feet.  This was not a casual encounter, 

but it speaks of desperation.  I suspect he sensed in his spirit that 

all was not well between him and God.   

 

This also speaks of the seriousness of his situation.  I suspect he 

lacked the satisfaction, the assurance or the peace of his soul and 

it bothered him enough to seek our Lord.  

 

So let me ask if you can identify with the rich man?  Do you lack 

the satisfaction in your soul?  Are you not sure of what you 

believe?  Perhaps you have some unanswered questions about 

the truthfulness of the Bible, the origin of the universe or why 

there is so much evil in the world and your spiritual life is on 

hold.   
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I know there are many who have found the Lord or he found you 

and there is peace within your soul.   

 

When the rich young ruler asked:  What must I do to inherit 

eternal life?  It’s like Jesus looked deep into his soul and could 

see that he was not quite ready to receive the gospel.   

 

The reply our Lord gave him was simple. He listed six of the Ten 

Commandments especially the ones that deal with others.  And 

this young man was completely sincere and it was true he was a 

good, honorable, upright person.   

 

But something was missing from his life.  But despite his great 

moral track record, he still had an emptiness of heart and soul.   

 

In his newspaper column called “Market Report”, Bill Barnhart 

once explained the difference between a stock market trader and 

investor.  A trader will make minute by minute decisions in the 
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hope of making a quick profit.  An investor thinks long term and 

buys on the future growth of that stock.     

 

In other words, traders are wheelers and dealers who pursue 

short term profits.  Investors have this saying “Chain themselves 

to the mast” which means they commit over a period of years in 

hopes their stock will grow in value.  They aren’t flustered by the 

typical ups and downs, but for the long haul. 

 

In the Kingdom of God, there are also investors and traders.  

They both come to Christ, but with very different goals.  A trader 

in the kingdom may want God to improve their lot in this world.  

If following Christ means pain or hardship, they will sell out.  On 

the other hand, investors stay true to Christ no matter what 

happens in this world, knowing that eternal dividends await them.   

 

For the rich young man, there was something that was blocked 

his way into the kingdom and it was more deadly than a 

contagious disease.  It was his love of money, which was more 
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important than his love for God.  Wealth in itself is not bad; it is 

your attitude regarding it.   

 

I knew a professional person who had a very nice home and 

summer cottage.  His wealth was not an issue, because God was 

the most important thing in his life and he was able to use his 

assets to the glory of God.  The Bible gives plenty of illustrations 

of people who were wealthy, but they loved God, not money. 

 

For this young man in our Bible text, his wealth was like a 

security blanket which kept him from fully trusting in God.  Jesus 

recognized that and there was only one option left.  To give it all 

up and then he would find the fulfillment that he desperately 

craved.   

 

On August 11, 1978, the Double Eagle II, a large helium balloon 

and her crew of three lifted from Presque Isle, Maine and their 

destination was Paris, France.  The Double Eagle II had no 

problems as they flew over the Atlantic Ocean, but once they 
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approached Europe and neared land, atmospheric changes forced 

the crew to eliminate weight for the balloon to stay aloft.  

 

They threw out tape recorders, radios, reading material, a 

sleeping bag, a couple of lawn chairs and most of their food and 

water to reach their goal and landed in Paris in a total of 137 

hours.   

 

Following Christ is the wisest choice a person can make, but it 

does not come cheap.  Just as balloonists had to throw out many 

personal items that weighed them down.  So it is for the believer.  

If there is anything that may be in our way of our relationship 

with Christ, we need to remove it.   

Here are some lessons that we can learn: 

1. The question might not be “What we can do to inherit eternal 

life but “What must we do for a closer walk with God?” 

2. Do we crave things more that we crave a close relationship 

with God? 
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3. What things are competing with your attention that is taking 

time away from true worship? 

 

It is good for us to take stock in our priorities in life and to 

remember to always put God first.  


