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Temptations Along the Way                                                                         

Luke 4:1-13                                                                                     

HUMC 23 January 2022 

When I was on active duty in the military, it was common for the 

commander to assemble all the soldiers before a long weekend 

and give then a pep talk or a safety briefing. It went like this:   

• Don’t drink and drive. 

• Don’t bounce any checks. 

• If you get angry with your spouse or loved one, walk out of 

the house. 

• When you drive, don’t go over the speed limit on the military 

base.   

• Be courteous to the military police. 

• Stay out of night clubs that have been put off limits.    

Even the chaplains had their own safety briefing called SAMS. 

• Sex 

• Alcohol 

• Money 

• Stupidity 

As believers in God, we do need to be alert to the temptations 

that come our way. My scripture is Luke 4:1-13 and this was the 

time when Jesus was tempted in the desert and what we should 
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keep in mind is the devils tactics used on us are similar to what 

Jesus faced.  

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led 

by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he 

was tempted[a] by the devil. He ate nothing during those 

days, and at the end of them he was hungry.3 The devil 

said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to 

become bread.”4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall 

not live on bread alone.’[b]”5 The devil led him up to a high 

place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 

world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their 

authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can 

give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all 

be yours.”8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the 

Lord your God and serve him only.’[c]”9 The devil led him to 

Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw 

yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:“ ‘He will 

command his angels concerning you to guard you 

carefully;11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you 

will not strike your foot against a stone.’[d]”12 Jesus 

answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’[e]”13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he 

left him until an opportune time. 

Last week, we looked at how Jesus was baptized at the Jordan 

River. After his baptism, he immediately left the area and went 

into the nearby desert. It was not your smooth beach type of 

sand, but rocky.  It was desolate with steep cliffs, sink holes and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25066a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25068b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25072c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25075d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25076e
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very few shrubs. Occasionally it would rain which would cause 

flash floods.   

Jesus’ wildlife companions were the desert fox, the desert wolf, 

and the desert hedgehog. They even had hyenas and wild 

antelope. There were coyotes which could be heard at night along 

with bobcats prowling about in the evening. The insects that 

Jesus had to watch out for were scorpions and black widow 

spiders. He had to be careful of the desert rattlesnakes and 

vipers.   

Birds that flew overhead were black ravens, Dead Sea sparrows, 

desert larks and vultures. And it is likely that Jesus spent much of 

the 40 days in one of the limestone caves that dotted the 

landscape. It was hot in the day and chilly at night.   

I don’t know if Jesus brought any Old Testament parchments or 

scrolls to read, but it wouldn’t surprise me if he had some type of 

travel bag with a bedroll and other essentials. But his day and 

night was spent in meditation, prayer to God along with fasting.   
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Scriptures tell us that towards the end of his time in the desert, 

he had an interesting visitor and that was Satan. In this day and 

age, it is not intellectually cool to admit such a being exists. In 

academia, it is ridiculed and if he exists, he is a harmless little red 

creature with horns and a pitchfork that you would see in a Bugs 

Bunny cartoon.   

But I think you would be amazed that according to scripture, 

much has been written about him, that he is supernatural 

creature who is very much alive and is dangerous.   

From the Biblical books of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Job and even the words 

of Jesus himself, we are told he was created as Lucifer, a high 

ranking angel cherub. He was the perfection of beauty who 

served in the throne room of God.     

Now this is where it gets interesting. There is some speculation 

that Lucifer and 1/3 of the other angels disagreed with God about 

some particular issue, rebelled and were banished to the earth.  

Luke 10:18, Jesus said that he saw Lucifer whose name 

was changed to Satan, fall like lightning.”   
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Let me give you one possible interpretation of what happened.  It 

is believed angels were created beings and they cannot 

procreate. Humans on the other hand have free will and can 

reproduce.   

Perhaps the major source of contention that Lucifer had was 

about the eternal plan that at the end of time, humans will judge 

angels. 1 Corinthians 6:3 speaks about that.  It is believed that 

Lucifer disagreed, rebelled and was cast out of heaven. And his 

name was changed to Satan. And since then, he has been given 

many more names. Let me list some of them: 

Satan-adversary, enemy of all that God does and loves. 

Devil-false accuser and slanderer. 

Morning Star-whose purpose is to overthrow God’s very throne. 

Prince of the Power of the Air 

Ruler of the Darkness 

God of this present age Serpent of Old  

Tempter  

Wicked One 
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Father of Lies 

Murderer 

Beelzebub-ruler of demons 

God of this present age 

These names are a snap shot of his existence and as the father of 

lies, he wants people to disbelief in his existence.   

These names show that he is the unseen force of wickedness and 

strife among the nations. He is the power behind the throne so to 

speak. Have you noticed that there are always wars and strife in 

the four corners of the earth? It seems many rulers in world 

history were tyrants and greatly oppressed their people.   

Even today, those who out morals or do not have the public good 

in mind always seem to get into office. With the prince of the 

power of the air of the God of this present age or the ruler of 

darkness operating behind the scenes, it is no wonder we have 

these problems. 

In Luke 4:1-13, it was this former angel now adversary of God 

who visited Jesus and Jesus clearly knew who he was dealing 

with.   
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The temptations that Jesus faced and what we face are 

essentially the same and we can break them down into these 

three categories.  The first one is: 

1. Gratification of the Body-when he was told to turn stones 

into bread. That is when we let physical urges get out of 

control or take precedence over the Kingdom of God. 

If we know if there is something that is not good for us, we would 

do well to stay away or avoid it. Here are some quotations on this 

subject. 

• He who avoids the temptation avoids the sin. 

• It is better to shun the bait than to struggle on the hook. 

• If God bolts the door, do not climb through the window. 

• Pheasants are fools if they invite the hawk to dinner. 

Avoidance goes a long ways and will help us to stay on the 

straight and narrow. 

2. Taking the Easy Way Out-this was when Jesus was asked to 

worship Satan. The reason this was tempting because Jesus 

could avoid the pain and suffering of the cross. For us taking 
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the easy way out is when we avoid difficult situations, take 

short cuts or cut corners. Why work for minimum wage when 

you can sell drugs and drive a BMW. It is when we cheat to get 

ahead. To deal with this temptation, we are not to ask for 

miracles, but work harder. Follow the rules, and take the 

appropriate steps 

3. Putting God to the Test-is when Satan encouraged Jesus to 

jump off the roof of the temple. This temptation is seeing how 

much we can get away with.  It is like putting God into a 

corner and asking him to act or bail us out.  In this temptation 

we need to take responsibility.  If we get into a jam, ask God 

for help, but don’t sit there and do nothing.    

Several years ago, Discipleship magazine conducted a survey and 

asked its readers to list those sins or things that they struggle 

with.  Here are the results of the survey. 

• Materialism 

• Pride 

• Self-centeredness 

• Laziness 

• Anger 

• Sexual lust 
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• Envy 

• Gluttony 

• Lying 

Studies have shown that most of our temptations come when we 

are either alone or physically and emotionally tired. They often 

come to us when we have neglected our time with God or if we 

have been away from church for any period of time.   

Because we are human, we will have temptation the rest of our 

lives, there are some things we can do to become stronger.   

• Prayer 

• Personal Devotions 

• Worship in church 

• Services 

• Witness to our faith.   

When we do these things, the temptation don’t away, but we 

become stronger and often times it gets our minds off the thing 

that could lead us astray or cause us to do something that could 

damage our faith.   

Margaret Thatcher, the former prime minister of England once 

said, “You might have to fight a battle more than once to 

win it.” 
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It is interesting that when I invited Jesus into my heart, I soon 

became aware of Satan. I was tempted more than before to do 

wrong. 

I am reminded of an incident that took place ten years ago that 

best describes who Satan works in our lives. That was the time I 

visited a family, and there was a small dog who barked and 

barked and nipped at my heel. It was more of an aggravation 

than anything. Finally, the owner put the dog in another room.  If 

the dog was a biter, he would be put away.  

Satan was like that dog, trying to nip at our souls. Not a big bite 

or he would be immediately recognized for who he is. He just 

tries to get us to do little things against God. He tries to wear us 

down little by little; we might not steal a car but might find 

ourselves wanting to cheat on our taxes.   

Though Satan is active in the world, God watches over us and 

permits him just so much leeway in our lives. 1 Corinthians says: 

13 No temptation[a] has overtaken you except what is common to 

mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted[b] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2010%3A13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28581a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2010%3A13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28581b
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beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted,[c] he will 

also provide a way out so that you can endure it.In my 

introduction, I mentioned some things that got soldiers and 

chaplains in trouble. They were: Sex, Alcohol, Money, Stupidity. 

As long as we have our physical bodies, there will be something 

that we will struggle with. Such as the survey I mentioned 

showed: The list included  

• Materialism 
• Pride 
• Self-centeredness 
• Laziness 
• Anger 

• Sexual lust 
• Envy 
• Gluttony 
• Lying 

So let us strengthen ourselves in the Lord, be aware of the 

temptations that can get us down and try to do better. If we do 

sin, there is a Father in heaven waiting to forgive us our sins. 

 1 John 1:9 says “If we confess our sin, he is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2010%3A13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28581c

