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All of us have the need for some kind of approval. When we 

receive a personal touch of some kind or we are told we have 

done a good job, it makes us feel good. In the spiritual realm, to 

know that God is pleased, helps motivate us to love and serve the 

Lord.   

In our gospel text for today, even Jesus received divine approval 

when he was baptized. And what I would like to do is talk about 

our Lord’s baptism and remember ours. And when we keep our 

baptismal vows alive, God is pleased.   

Megan will read Luke 3:15-22.  15 The people were waiting 
expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered 
them all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But one who is more 
powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with[b] the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear 

his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, 
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the 
people and proclaimed the good news to them. 

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of 
his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A15-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A15-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042b
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other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them 
all: He locked John up in prison. 

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was 
baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was 
opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are 
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Bible tells us that when Jesus was 30 years of age, he went 

to his cousin John to be baptized. And as far as we know, this 

was the only time the two men had ever spoken to each other.   

Now Jesus’ mother was Mary and John’s mother was Elizabeth.  

And we know from Luke 1 that these two ladies were related to 

one another and they knew both of each boy’s destiny.   

What we don’t know is if the two boys or men ever had any 

contact prior to the baptism. But I suspect that John was told by 

his parents of his unique calling and who his special cousin in the 

north was. It is likely Mary did the same of his cousin in the south 

of his miraculous birth. 

But when John began to preach his message of repentance and 

baptism, it was in the desert region right alongside the Jordan 

River, he took Israel by storm. He was rugged, intense, and with 
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larger than life personality who quickly got everyone’s attention. 

As the first recognized prophet in 400 years, people flocked to 

him by the hundreds and thousands.   

By the way John, the volume of his voice and the fearlessness of 

his message, he was known as the prophet who cried out in the 

wilderness. Not only did he speak of the need to get right before 

God, but he spoke about a Messiah who would baptize not with 

water but with the Holy Spirit. 

When Jesus came to be baptized, he traveled some 80 miles 

alone. Today it would be 1 ½ hour ride by car. But for Jesus, it 

was at least 20 miles a day, walking in sandals not in 

aerodynamic Nike sneakers.   

And when our Lord showed up unannounced, he had a quick 

conversation with John and was baptized and was gone. But as 

he came up out of the water several things happened in 

succession. A white dove descended upon his shoulder and a 

voice said, “You are my Son, whom I love, with you I am 

well pleased”.   
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So in this one event, we have is the presence of the Trinity.  

There is the voice of the Father. Jesus the one who was 

baptized and the dove is the Holy Spirit. The dove and the 

voice were the approval that launched Jesus’ ministry; three 

persons with the same essence who equally and eternally are 

God.   

Jesus’ final words was in Matthew 28:19: “Go into all the world 

and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, Son and the Holy Spirit”.   

So when we are baptized and walk in the ways of the Lord, we 

have his approval.   

Now pleasing God, often comes down to attitude. In a by gone 

era, Sam Houston was a frontiersman, a general of the Texas 

militia, a governor and a US senator.   

His wife, a devout Christian, prayed her husband would someday 

make a profession of faith and follow Christ. Her prayers were 

answered when Sam Houston surrendered his life to God and 

asked to be baptized.   
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Before he was to go into the water, the minister said, “General, 

I suggest you take off that watch and chain.  You’ll ruin it 

if you get it wet.” The general said, “Thank you, I will” and 

handed the watch to a friend.   

Then the minister said, “General, perhaps you had better 

hand him your wallet.” The general said, “No, I believe not 

pastor, I’m afraid it needs baptizing too.” 

With that type of attitude, we will have God’s approval. You see, 

baptism identifies who we are. It points back to the work of God 

and forward to the life of faith.   

The great Protestant leader Martin Luther understood this and 

had the following inscription placed on his desk. It read, 

“Remember you have been baptized.” And there were times 

when Luther would touch his forehead and say, “Martin, you 

have been baptized.” For him that was a renewal of his faith.   

Several more scriptures about baptism. 

Mark 16:16 “Jesus said, whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
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condemned”.  Acts 2:38 “Peter the apostle told the crowd, 

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins”.  

Many of us who were infants cannot remember the time we were 

baptized. The last young person was Johnny Blythe, which was 

less than a year ago.  

But for many in this congregation made their profession of faith 

and were baptized not as infants.   

Malcom was baptized two years ago at Franklin Pearce Lake.  

Then this past July, Dave, Sheila, and Brian did the same. 

Baptism does is mark a new beginning in their journey of faith.   

Another person who was baptized later in life was former radio 

broadcaster, Paul Harvey who was known for saying, “And now 

for the rest of the story”. 

Paul Harvey and his wife Lynne were vacationing in an old Gold 

mining town called Cave Creek which is outside of Phoenix, 

Arizona. While he was there, he had time to think of spiritual 

things and prayed for Jesus to come into his life in that little hotel 
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room. But he still felt that there was something was missing. That 

was on a Saturday night. 

The next day, he and his wife decided to attend a tiny church 

which had only 12 people in attendance. Providentially, the 

morning sermon was on water baptism. Paul Harvey was so 

moved with the minister’s words that he went forward to be 

baptized.   

And he was baptized that day and he later testified, “Since totally 

yielding to Jesus in baptism, my heart can’t stop singing.” I think 

for those who listened to Paul could detect from time to time, his 

spiritual faith.   

Baptism is a special holy event. When it is indoors, the parents 

promise to raise the child in the Christian faith. Those who were 

baptized outdoors, we usually have a crowd from the church and 

onlookers at the beach.   

At our baptism, what Jesus does is join us on our journey of faith.  

And to make our faith work, we keep it alive through devotions, 

worship and service.   



8 
 

It is important that we remember our baptismal vows. Here in the 

UMC we do that as we do that on the Sunday when the scripture 

text is about Jesus’ baptism.   

I would like to play a musical video called, Down to the River by 

Allison Krauss. If you would like to come forward, dip your hand 

in the baptismal font and rededicate your life to the Lord, you 

may do so.  

If you are reading this on-line, dip your hand in water and put it 

on your forehead and remember your vows to God to serve him 

as you did in baptism.  

If you would like to follow Jesus in baptism, see me or your local 

pastor if you are not from Hillsboro.  

God bless!  

 


