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Wedding Reception at Cana                                                                 

John 2:1-11                                                                                        

HUMC 30 January 2022 

Weddings are memorable occasions. They are often extravagant 

and expensive events full of symbolism, pageantry and tradition. 

And as much as you can try to plan for perfection something 

usually goes wrong. For example: 

• Brides and Grooms have been known to faint or throw up.  

• Ministers use the wrong names. 

• Groom pronounces lawfully wedded wife as awfully or waffily 

wedded wife.   

• Babies cry or kids have temper tantrums at the worst time. 

• Ring bearers drop or lose the rings on the way down the 

aisle. 

• Flower girls get scared and run in the wrong direction 

• The Unity Candle does not light properly which causes 

embarrassment.  

• Floral arrangements on the altar fall at wrong moment. 

• The Bride trips on her dress. 

• Wedding cakes have been known to fall on the floor.  
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• Bride and groom get into an argument when one of them 

tries to shove the piece of cake in the other’s mouth 

• The outdoor wedding tent collapses in the rain. 

• Bridesmaids and Groomsmen fall when they try to catch the 

bouquet or garter.   

• Limousine driver takes the wedding party to wrong location. 

• The wedding dress malfunctions or the veil catches on fire. 

• Stray dogs run off with white runway paper in outdoor 

wedding (that was one of mine).   

• Photographer forgets to load film in camera. 

If you really want to be entertained, go to “Wedding bloopers” on 

You Tube and have a good laugh.   

Two thousand years ago, the Apostle John recorded a big snafu at 

a wedding.  To us in January 2022, it may not seem like much of 

a big deal to run out of wine, but in that society, it had the 

potential to be a major embarrassment.  My text is John 2:1-11,   

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 

Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 

disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the 
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wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no 

more wine.” 

4 “Woman,[a] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My 

hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, 

“Do whatever he tells you.”6 Nearby stood six stone water 

jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 

washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.[b] 

they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, “Now 

draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the 

water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize 

where it had come from, though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom 

aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine 

first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had 

too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of 

the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him.  This is the Word of God.   

In our scripture text, we learn that the first miracle that Jesus 

performed took place in the tiny agricultural village of Cana which 

had a population of about 50 to 60 people. If shopping was 

needed to be done, they would travel 10 miles south to Nazareth 

which had 600 people, more shops and markets to choose from. 

It was almost like Deering and Hillsboro. It is likely that Jesus’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26100a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26102b
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family had relatives in the area and everyone was invited to 

include Jesus’ five new disciples.   

The beginning of any wedding in ancient Biblical Israel took place 

one year before the event. That was after the couple was 

betrothed, there was the expectation that the groom was given 

one year to build a house and make all the arrangements for the 

wedding and reception.   

That is to buy the appropriate wedding garments, select his 

groomsmen, save up enough money buy enough food and wine 

to last five or six days for the village. I will admit that was a huge 

responsibility and must have caused a lot of stress. The rabbi 

didn’t help and taught that there was only one time in the life of a 

couple, when they were expected to splurge and that was the 

wedding.   

Like all weddings in Jesus’ day, this joyous event took place in 

the fall, on a Tuesday which is the third day of the week, at dusk.  

The reason for the third day was during creation that the Lord 
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God pronounced “it was very good” twice, therefore this was a 

doubly good day to be married.   

The wedding festivities began when the bridegroom, accompanied 

by his friends, went to fetch his betrothed from her father’s 

house. The best man, who acted as the master of ceremonies, 

organized the procession and handed out torches for everyone to 

see in the dark.   

Just before the wedding procession reached the bride’s parents 

house, a shofar was blown to announce their soon coming. When 

they arrived, they lifted the bride up onto a litter and four to six 

men carried her as the people of the village sang wedding songs 

back to the groom’s house.   

When everyone reached their destination, both bride and groom 

stood under a white canopy to receive blessings and prayers. 

Then the bride and groom disappeared to consummate the 

marriage and that first evening passed in festive games and 

dancing. For the next five or six days, the village would get 

together in the evenings and celebrate with food and drink. 
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We don’t know the exact day when the unthinkable happened.  

Verse 3. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to 

him, they have no more wine.   

The fact that Jesus came to her son with this request was a 

reminder that we too should go to Jesus with our concerns. Jesus 

further encouraged this when he said in Matthew 11:2, Come 

to me all you who are weary and overburdened and I will 

give you rest. In other words, our Lord invites us to give him 

our cares and our concerns.   

There is a hymn that also speaks to that. What a friend we 

have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear. What a 

privilege to carry, everything to God in prayer. O what 

peace we often forfeit, o what needless pain we bear. All 

because we do not carry, everything to God in prayer.   

The message of that hymn and miracle of wine shows that if we 

are in need, we should do what Mary did and that was to go to 
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her son. Otherwise, if we do not seek his help we could spend an 

endless time in worry.   

Let me talk about the wine. In those days, water was not safe to 

drink, but people needed to stay hydrated, so what they did was 

this. They mixed 2 parts water to 1-part pure wine.  In some 

cases, it was 9 parts water to 1-part pure wine. It was basically 

4% alcohol for the end product. 

V6-7.  6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by 

the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 

twenty to thirty gallons.[b] 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill 

the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.8 Then 

he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 

master of the banquet.” 

These six stone water jars were huge which contained 30 gallons 

each.  With water in them, they could not be moved. This type of 

water was not used for drinking, but for washing hands and feet 

before and after the meal. Jews were very particular about 

purification.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26102b
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Notice Jesus did not touch the water or add anything to it. He just 

told them to fill the jars to the brim. Again, in those days, the 

wine was diluted water.  This did not happen here.   

Jesus’ first miracle was one of transformation. Technically 

speaking what he did was speed up the processes of chemical 

change. Another way to look at this is that the steps of wine 

production were bypassed.   

• Harvesting   

• Crushing  

• De-stemming   

• Pressing   

• Fermentation   

• Purification 

Spiritually speaking, Jesus will take care of our needs, both great 

and small if we let Him. He sees every bird that falls to the 

ground. He calls each star by name. The same Lord who changed 

the water into wine is concerned with the things that may trouble 

us. So let us not be afraid to call upon his name.   



9 
 

Let me close with Philippians 4:6-7, Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God. And the peace of God which passes all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.   

So the next time you have a need, think of how Jesus saved the 

day and will do the same for you in your needs.   


