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What is Love 

1 Corinthians 13 

HUMC February 13, 2022 

 

On this Valentine’s Day weekend, one of the themes that emerge 

from the music of pop culture is the subject of love because it is 

an important feeling for songwriters.   

This past week, I looked on the internet for the best songs of love 

and after listening to a number of them, my preference came 

down to the 1967 Beatles song called. “All you Need is Love”. It is 

kind of fun song, but there is no question about the message.  

Let us listen.   

Love, love, love. 

Love, love, love.  

Love, love, love. 

There's nothing you can do that can't be done. 
Nothing you can sing that can't be sung. 

Nothing you can say, but you can learn how to play the 
game. It's easy. 

Nothing you can make that can't be made. 
No one you can save that can't be saved. 
Nothing you can do, but you can learn how to be you in 
time. It's easy 
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All you need is love. 

All you need is love. 

All you need is love, love.   

Love is all you need; 

All you need is love.  

All you need is love. 

All you need is love, love.   

Love is all you need 

There's nothing you can know that isn't known. 
Nothing you can see that isn't shown. 
There's nowhere you can be that isn't where you're meant 
to be.  It's easy. 

All you need is love, love.   

Love is all you need; 

All you need is love.  

All you need is love. 

All you need is love, love.   

Love is all you need 

 

Well, that should bring back some memories.  

My scripture text is one that is often used in weddings and that is 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13.   

If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not 
have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28667a
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mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I gain 
nothing.4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.8 Love never fails. 

But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is 
in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 
me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then 
we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I am fully known.  13 And now these 

three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love. 

When the Apostle Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 13, he was highly 

educated in rabbinic studies. He was unmarried and one of the 

apostles of the faith. In is lifetime he started 14 churches and in 

his 20–30-year ministry as an apostle. However, he experienced 

more than his share of hardships, but Paul was the one who 

wrote these timeless words of love.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28669b
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In our culture, when we speak of “love” it is often done in the 

context of the way we speak about our favorite sports team or 

how we feel about that special person.   

In the Broadway musical, My Fair Lady, Eliza Doolittle who 

received special voice lessons from Dr. Henry Higgins, cried out in 

frustration, “Words, words, words.  I’m so tired of words. I 

get words all day from you. Don’t talk to me of stars 

above. If you are in love with me, show me.” 

And that is what the Apostle Paul did when he said I will show 

you a more excellent way. He contrasts what love is to what love 

is not. Love is not rudeness, envy, boastful, proud, historical 

and anger. Love is protection, trust, hope, perseverance, 

patience and kindness.  This list is for the young and the old. 

For married couples, keeping their love alive takes effort to make 

the relationship work. I suppose if we could pick one positive 

thing from Paul’s list in 1 Corinthians 13, kindness would be at 

the top. If we were to focus on that, our marriages would be 

much better.   
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Quotes: 

Kindness costs nothing, but means everything. 

You can accomplish by kindness what you cannot do by 

force.  

Recently I checked out of the library the Masterpiece Theater 

DVD series called Victoria which was about young Queen Victoria 

of England who was queen in the 1800’s.   

When she was about 19 years of age, she met Prince Albert of 

Coburg, Germany; they fell in love and were married. It was 

interesting to see the open displays of affection between the two; 

the letter writing and the secret kisses in the garden behind the 

palace during the engagement.   

And what the movie audience sees in several DVD’s, was a 

condensed version of 17 years of marriage and 9 children. What I 

found fascinating was that this couple who were deeply in love 

had to work through their personality differences. She was 

headstrong and stubborn. He was a visionary and practical.   
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At first everything went well, and then over time there were 

misunderstandings. They got angry at each other, they sulked 

and pouted. They wrote angry letters to each other. When they 

were really upset, they slept in separate beds. They raised their 

voices. They often disagreed about how they were to raise their 

children.   

They had long discussions about hurt feelings. They apologized. 

Through it all they were always kind to one another.   

I also noticed that when the Queen had a difficult pregnancy and 

was not well or was consumed with the stress in the affairs of 

state, that conflict made its way into Albert’s and Victoria’s 

marriage.   

It is the same with us, when we are tired or sick, stressed. That is 

the time we could become irritable and disagreeable to live with.  

Both Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were Christians and I 

suspect 1 Corinthians 13 helped them navigate troubled waters. 

When Paul wrote the word love in this chapter, he used the Greek 

word agape, which is unconditional love or simply put, love 
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without strings attached. It is not based it on what we get in 

return. 

One thing about many animals and dogs is that they show 

unconditional agape love. They wait all day for you and wag their 

tail when they see you. If you are sick or upset, they seemed to 

know it and stay by your side. I think we can learn a lesson from 

these four-legged animals and that is to be kind to one another.   

In closing, on this Valentine’s Day weekend, nurture those 

relationships that are important to you.   

If you are jealous about something, discuss it and work it out 

because love does not envy. If you believe that you are better 

than your loved one, remember love does not boast, and it is not 

proud.  

Honor your loved one by not speaking negatively to others about 

them. Look out for your loved one and not merely yourself. 

Don’t be fast to fly off the handle and when that person is wrong, 

but correct in love. Hope for the best in that person. 
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I would encourage you to read 1 Corinthians 13 and ponder its 

deep meaning. Perhaps the Beatles were right after all.  All we 

need is love. However, that love needs to be nurtured to grow. 

Kindness is the best way to nurture that love and as, Eliza 

Doolittle would say, “If you are in love with me, show me.” 


