
 

Jesus Call of Peter and the Apostles  

Luke 5:1-11                                                                                              

February 6, 2022 

 

 

Irina Ratushinskaya had spent four years in Russian labor camps as punishment for her Christian 

activities. She was raised in an atheist’s home, but when she was 23 years old, she found an old 

Slavic Bible.   

It was through the pages of that Bible that her life was changed and she began to have a personal 

relationship with Christ. Later on, she was discovered by the KGB Soviet spy who masqueraded 

as a Russian Orthodox Church priest and she was arrested and sent to a labor camp. 

Though she was imprisoned, she refused to deny her Lord. She was tortured even more but she 

would not deny her faith. A tooth was drilled without anesthetic to test her tolerance for pain. 

She was clothed in a cotton gown and placed in an unheated room at 50 degrees for five months 

where she sat on a cold floor and was fed every other day.   

Through international pressure, she was eventually released.  Irina now deceased from cancer, 

perhaps in part by difficult prison conditions. But she once said, “Following Christ is not a very 

pragmatic thing to do. It doesn’t bring you very many benefits in the Soviet Union.”  But through 

it all, she remained faithful and is an example to all. 

My scripture text is Luke 5:1-11 and it is about a miracle of the fishes and the Apostle Peter’s 

call to discipleship. As you read the text, ponder your call as a follower of the Lord.    



 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,[a] the people were crowding 

around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left 

there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one 

belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and 

taught the people from the boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down 

the nets for a catch.” 

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But 

because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 

break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they 

came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I 

am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they 

had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So 

they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

The setting of today’s Gospel text is one of my favorite places that I visited in Israel and that is 

the Sea of Gennesaret which means “princely garden” or more commonly known as the Sea of 

Galilee. This bluish green oval shaped lake is 13 miles long and 8 miles wide.   

This is in contrast to the barren desert, 65 miles south where Jesus was tempted or the rocky 

barren Jerusalem where our Lord had his battles with the religious officials.   

So, it was here in this warm temperate Galilee region lakeside community of Capernaum that 

Jesus began his ministry and to look for disciples. Back in biblical times, rabbis and teachers 

would normally sit in the synagogue or temple and wait for followers to arrive.   

But Jesus did the opposite. He went to where the people were hard at work.  Notice he did not 

call any of the religious professionals such as scribes or priests, but fishermen. I suspect that was 

because the life on the water was good discipline and built solid character.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+5%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25109a


The fishermen were not scholars, but they received their education in the school of hard knocks.  

 I would add that the Peter and the fishermen that Jesus called were successful middle-class 

merchants, who owned their large fishing boat and employed a number of helpers. The fish they 

caught from the Sea of Galilee was later salted and was highly valued and imported all over the 

known world, It seems these men had a faith in God, were highly intelligent and street-smart.   

Some of the best quality people that I know are in the trades.  They know how to work long 

hours, weekends and holidays.  To be successful in their field, they have to be honest with their 

customers. They may not have the formal education, but if you have a need in the area of 

plumbing, carpentry etc, they are the first ones you call. 

It is the same thing with the followers of God. To be Christ’s disciple, they must be disciplined 

or willing to spend time in personal devotions, to be honest with themselves and be willing to 

grow and learn. 

Peter’s call to discipleship is an interesting case study. In those days on the Sea of Galilee, all the 

fishing was done at night and it was during the day that they washed and repaired their 15 X 20’ 

nets.   

From other accounts of scripture, Peter had seen Jesus previously and spent some time with our 

Lord. Peter heard from his brother Andrew’s account of Jesus’ baptism where the dove of the 

Holy Spirit and the voice of the Father was present. Peter was invited to the wedding feast at 

Cana when he saw Jesus change the water into wine and other healing miracles.   

But from this passage of scripture, it seems that Peter was not a committed disciple. And it was 

at this moment that Jesus used Peter’s boat to preach. Afterwards, Jesus told the fisherman to 



launch out with their drag nets. Peter knew that night time was to fish, not morning hour as 

proposed by the former carpenter.   

But the number of fish caught and about to sink Peter’s boat and the other was staggering and 

unforgettable. In all of his life, he had never had a haul like this. It was a supreme manifestation 

of the supernatural. Because of this Peter felt his sinfulness, repented and became a committed 

follower.   

What caused you to become a believer. Was it circumstances, an act of God? Was it a 

presentation of the Gospel or friendship with someone in the church? Was it a longing of 

fulfillment that needed to be met? 

 Bishop Moon Hing of Malaysia says God wants F.A.T. Christians – Faithful, Available, Teachable. 

  James Emery White says “Our calling is not to something, but to Someone.”  

Serendipity Bible lists some questions that I would like to give you? 

1.       In comparison to Simon Peter’s call, how would you explain your spiritual 

beginning?  A. Tame. B. More intellectual. C. Just as confusing. D. Different, but just as 

real.  F.  Not sure. 

2.      What is the condition of your spiritual boat right now?  A. Sinking.  B.  Out for 

repairs in dry dock.  C.  Dead in the water.  D. Sailing in right direction.  E.  Sailing in the 

wrong direction.  F.  Battered by the heavy waves. 

3.      Where do you think Jesus is in relationship to your spiritual boat?  A.  On the 

shore watching.  B.  Aboard but not doing anything.  E.  Helping you cast out the nets 

and pulling in the catch. 



4.      How does the idea of putting out into the deep water and letting down your nets 

for a catch sound to you?  A. Scary.  B. Fine, if someone will join me.  C. Just the 

invitation I’ve been waiting for.   

5.      What is it going to take to get you going?  A.  Need time to consider the 

cost.  B.  Must get some support from others.  C.  A pep talk from someone.  D.  Need 

more time to get myself together.  E.  Help to clean up my life.   

 

The early password or symbol for Christians was the fish. Fish in the Biblical Greek language is 

ICHTHUS. It is an acrostic. It was used in times of persecution as a password.  

I = Iesus – Jesus  

C = Christos – Christ  

T = Theos – God 

U = Uios – Son 

S = Sotir – Savior. 

Discipleship is not easy. Jesus never promised that the Christian life would be easy as Irina 

Ratushinskaya the lady from Russia who suffered for her faith. Our Lord is looking for 

dependable disciples who will count the cost and follow.   

I was just given a plaque saying, “Don’t pray have an easy life but pray to be strong.” I pray we 

are all strong in our faith. God bless!  

 


