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A rich man died and went to heaven. As he went through the 

Pearly Gates, St. Peter came to greet him and said, “Welcome to 

heaven. Let me show you where you’ll be staying.” That suited 

the rich man just fine, because as he looked around, he saw 

mansions that stretched out in every direction. They were so 

beautiful and all appeared to be constructed of gold, silver and 

precious gems.   

As St. Peter and the rich man began to walk along the streets of 

gold, they came to an ornate home. As they paused long enough 

to gaze at it, the rich man said, “Who gets to stay here?”  St. 

Peter replied, “That’s for your handyman. He was a godly man 

who loved Jesus and served Him all of his life. This is his reward.” 

They continued to stroll past other mansions, until they stopped 

in front of an extremely large one that seemed to be made of 

emerald and rubies. The rich man asked St. Peter “Is this mine?”  

St. Peter answered, “No this one belongs to your housekeeper on 

the little bit of money you paid her, she raised six children and 

gave to her church every week.” 

They continued to walk and came to a different section of homes.  

Only these homes were not a nice. Then they walked up a small 

hill, they stopped in front of a shack made of tarpaper and used 

sheet metal. The front door was cut out of an old refrigerator 

box. It was held together with bailing wire and twine.   

After they paused for a moment, the rich man asked, “And whose 

is that?”  Peter responded, “Why, it is yours!” The rich man 

couldn’t believe it. There must be some mistake. But St. Peter 
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said, “No, there’s been no mistake, we did the best with what you 

sent ahead.” 

Although this is a humorous story, what we do with our lives has 

an impact, not only in the here and now, but also in the future. I 

know we are dealing with high prices at the gas pump and 

inflation is ever with us. But with our present struggles, we also 

need to keep an eye on the future. Our gospel text is Matthew 

6:19-21.  It is about treasures in heaven. Here are different Bible 

versions on this passage.  

Matthew 6:19-21 New International Version 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 

steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.   

Matthew 6:19-21 Message Bible  

Don’t hoard treasure down here where it gets eaten by moths 

and corroded by rust or—worse!—stolen by burglars. Stockpile 

treasure in heaven, where it’s safe from moth and rust and 

burglars. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is 

the place you will most want to be, and end up being. 

Matthew 6:19-21 Voice Bible Translation 

19 Some people store up treasures in their homes here on 

earth. This is a shortsighted practice—don’t undertake it. Moths 

and rust will eat up any treasure you may store here. Thieves 

may break into your homes and steal your precious 

trinkets. 20 Instead, put up your treasures in heaven where moths 

do not attack, where rust does not corrode, and where thieves 
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are barred at the door. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. 

Matthew 6:19-21 World Wide English Bible 

19 `Do not keep many things for yourself on earth. Insects and 
rust will spoil them. People will get in and steal them. 

20 But keep things for yourself in heaven. Insects and rust will not 
spoil them there. People will not get in and steal them. 

21 The place where you keep things is where your heart will be 
also.' 

 

 

I had a friend who supplemented his income by investing and 
selling stocks. He would get up at 2:30 am Hawaii time and 
because of the 6-hour time difference; he would get on the 
Internet and spend a good part of the day tracking and trading 
stocks. A lot of his stock market earnings were given to the Lord 
which made the finance board of the church very happy.   

And in his spare time, he would teach seminars on Day Trading.  
And through our friendship, he convinced me to attend.   

My friend loaded onto my computer hard drive, special day 
trading stock programs so I would have all the up to date 
analysis, curves, and charts, graphs so I would know when the 
most opportune time to buy and sell.   

But the problem for me was, I wasn’t interested in spending all 
my time making or losing lots of money. So, I just lost interest 
and didn’t pursue it.   

In Jesus day, if you had great wealth, you would show it off 
through clothing. The custom in those days was for the rich to 
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have gold thread sewn into their woolen clothing which moths 
loved to eat.   

Since there were no banks or safe deposit boxes in Jesus’ time, 
the people hid their treasures inside the walls of their mud brick 
homes. Or they dig a hole under the bed or kitchen table and 
cover it over for safe keeping. Others even buried their valuables 
in the field thinking it would be safer out there.   

Today, when we think of treasure, or signs of wealth, the image 
that comes to mind is a thick wad of cash, luxury cars, fabulous 
homes and magnificent yachts.  

But there is a downside to all of this. New cars drop in value the 
moment we drive off the car lot. Appliances and household goods 
depreciate when the warranty runs out. But when you think about 
it, there is nothing materially to speak of, that lasts forever.  

Everything that we earn, everything we consume, everything 
we collect will wear out or become obsolete.   

But the key to having treasures in heaven is to become less tied 
to things, here on earth and have more of God in our hearts and 
only then we will discover the fullness of life.   

Shortly after multibillionaire John D. Rockefeller’s death his chief 
financial advisor was asked this question. “Mr. Rockefeller was 

one of the richest men in the world, how much did he leave?” To 
which the financial advisor answered “Everything.” 

Along those same lines, here is a light hearted story that was 
published in an Ann Landers column.   

Dear Ann:  Aunt Emma was married to a tightwad who was also a 
little strange. He made a good salary, but they lived frugally 
because he insisted on putting 20% of his paycheck under the 

mattress. The money he said would come in handy in their old 
age.   
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When Uncle Ollie was 60, he was stricken with cancer. Toward 
the end, he made Aunt Em promise in the presence of his 
brothers that she would put the money he had stashed away to 
be put in his coffin so he could buy his way into heaven, if he had 
to. They all knew he was a little odd, but this was a clearly a 
crazy request. 

Aunt Em was a woman of her word and did as she asked … so she 
wrote a check and put it in the casket!   

You see we can’t take it with us. Everything we earn, everything 
we buy, everything we collect will be left behind. And Christ told 
us if all our focus is on the things of this earth, then we will be 
disappointed in the end.   

Theologian Edmund Burke said, “Everything we own at the end of 
our lives will belong to someone else.” The only thing that will be 
ours for eternity is what we are.   

And that is true. All of us have to deal with the issue of who and 
what we are going to invest our lives in. Are we going to invest 
the one life that we have? If so, will it be the pursuit of wealth, 
pleasure, hobbies, or just taking care of ourselves?   

Or will we consider investing our one life into a higher calling and 
into things that will pay eternal dividends like the work of the 
Lord, being kind and helpful to others.   

Have you ever heard of 10-10-80?  It is a principle that our 
family has used for a long time. 10% goes to God (that is called 
tithing in the Bible). 10% goes to our savings. 80% goes to 
everything else. It has worked well for us. It keeps us consistent 
in our giving to the work of the Lord. And with the uncertainty of 
our economy, we are confident God will take care of us.   

There are other ways we can invest our treasures in heaven. We 
can volunteer. We can call, text, and email someone, being kind 
to a child or an elderly person. Being a friend to someone in 
need. When we give of ourselves to help others, it is like helping 
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the Lord and sending up materials to heaven for our homes to be 
built.  

What we do here will make a difference in the next. Are we going 
to end up in eternity with nothing really to speak of? Or are we 
going to store up treasures which are the result of our faith and 
good works?   

1 Corinthians 9:6. Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly. And he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.   

I realize that life is tough, much tougher in Ukraine, but let us 
live with one eye to eternity. Let us be proactive in our eternal 
investments.   


