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God of the Second Chance                                                                   
Luke 13:6-9                                                                                    

HUMC 20 March 2022 

Jon Kelly has been the pastor of the Chicago West Bible Church 
for the past six years. For those who knew him, he might be the 
last person you would expect behind the pulpit. Jon wrote, "I was 
always high every day, always in fights, always getting shot at or 
shooting at somebody.  I for sure did not think I would make it 
past 16." 

He grew up in a rough neighborhood in Philadelphia and dropped 
out by the ninth grade. One night, Jon and his friends went to a 
drug dealer’s home and robbed him. Things got out of hand and 
someone was killed.   

Jon was arrested for his role in the murder and placed in solitary 
confinement. That first week in jail, Jon was so bored he asked if 

any of the guards could bring him something to read. He was 

given a New Testament and on the cover were these words, 
"There's hope for you. Jesus cares." 

Jon said "I read God's Word for the first time and I haven't been 
the same since”. He also said that part of being a Christian is 
repentance and taking ownership of all you have done. He told his 
lawyer. "I would like to plead guilty and whatever the judge wants 
to do to me, I can do." 

When he was in court, he apologized to the family for the harm 

he caused. He apologized to the judge for wasting the court's 

time and taxpayers' money. He didn't ask for mercy or blamed 

someone else.  

Mercifully, the judge sentenced Jon to 6-15 years in prison. In 
prison, he grew in his faith and made the most of his time and got 
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his GED. When he was released, he was determined to share his 
faith and started the Chicago West Bible Church and at the same 
time he graduated from Moody Bible Institute. He is now married 
and the father of two children and says "It's been an amazing 
journey, and I praise God for that."  

Jon is an example of someone who needed a second chance and 

took advantage of it. Some individuals find the Lord in their 

youth. Others like Jon need extra time before they find Jesus as 

the Savior and Lord.   

Jesus spoke about this process and used the fig tree as an 

illustration. Mike will read our Scripture text which is Luke 13:6-

9.   

 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in 

his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not 
find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for 
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it 
down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, 
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next 
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

In this parable, the owner of this fully mature tree was concerned 

that there were no figs on the branches. And since he deemed 

this tree a lost cause, he made the decision to have it cut down.   

But the surprise comes when the gardener suggested patience 

and an extra treatment of fertilizer be given in the hope that 

things could turn around; thus, the fig tree was given a second 

chance.   

When I grew up, figs were not part of my family’s diet. We just 

didn’t have them in the house. I tried eating some of the Nabisco 
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Fig Newton cookies, but didn’t like the taste. I had seen dried figs 

in the grocery store and just avoided them.   

But many years later, a neighbor who had several fig trees in his 

yard gave me some. And to my great surprise they were 

delicious. I had no idea how good they were.   

Now it is my understanding, but to grow figs, the conditions have 

to be just right. They must be planted in an area where there is 

good soil, with plenty of sunlight. They must be protected from 

cold and covered with a special green burlap type of cloth. And in 

the springtime when the buds begin to appear, more fertilizer is 

needed.   

So what does this parable mean to us? When we look at this 

parable of the Fig Tree.   

• The fig tree with fruit is the Christian. One who has made a 

profession of faith or has a personal relationship with the 

Lord.   

• The fig tree without any fruit is the unbeliever or a 

Christian who has yet to produce fruit. 

• The owner of the fig tree is God, who rightly expects to see 

fruit on His tree.  

• The gardener is who asks for more time is Christ who cares 

for the tree and does what he can to bring them to their 

peak of fruitfulness.  

I see the life cycle of a fig tree to be similar to the spiritual lives 

of his people. Some produce fruit early in life. Then there are 

others who are on schedule. And then there are others who need 

a bit more work before they come to fruition.   

One example of a person who needed extra time and care would 

be the great country singer Johnny Cash. As he rose to stardom 
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which brought him fame and fortune, it also brought other 

negative issues.   

Show business pressures caused him to become addicted to 

Amphetamines. He was arrested with more than 1000 pills in his 

coat pocket. His weight went from 200 pounds to 140. His life 

was spiraling out of control.     

Then on May 9, 1971, when he was 39 years old, Johnny sat in a 

pew of a small church in his home town. When the pastor finished 

his sermon, he urged the congregation to come to the front to 

make things right with God. Johnny walked to the wooden altar 

and surrendered his life to the Lord.     

Johnny was like the fig tree in the parable, he needed some extra 

time and care to come to faith. You see some people come to 

Christ in an instant and others need more time, just as it with 

some fig trees.   

What this parable teaches is that we may get a second or a third 

chance or even more. But eventually there will come the final 

chance and there are no more.   

Let me give you a list of Biblical characters who received a second 

chance: 

• Rahab-an inn keeper and prostitute in the city of Jericho in 

the times of Joshua, when she hid the Jewish spies.  And she 

and her family were spared from the destruction of war and 

became part of the people of God. 

• Moses-left Egypt as a fugitive and came back 40 years later 

as Israel’s first leader.   

• Jonah disobeyed God, but after he repented, he was given 

a second chance      
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• Zacchaeus-the rich chief tax collector, climbed a Sycamore 

to see Jesus who later gave his life to the Lord and paid back 

all those he cheated. 

• All the people who were healed-They were all given 

second chances. 

• The thief on the cross-asked Jesus to remember him when 

our Lord was to come into his kingdom. 

• Mary Magdalene-after her deliverance, she became a 

faithful follower of Jesus. 

• Peter-who denied our Lord but later became the head 

apostle,   

• Saul of Tarsus persecuted the church, but then saw a 

vision of Christ and had become Paul the Apostle.   

Today is a special day; it is the first day of spring. It won’t be 

long before we begin to work in the garden or do yard work. But 

in this Christian season of Lent, it is the time where we pay 

special attention and nurture our own spiritual fig trees.   

Hearing the Word of God and acting on it is like fertilizer to our 

souls. When we make things right with others or rededicate our 

lives to the Lord is like adding water and special nutrients. And let 

us bear much fruit, not be a sickly or a barren tree.   

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

Christ stands at the door of each man’s heart knocking and 

seeking to gain entrance of our lives.   

In the beginning, I spoke about Jon Kelly who left his life of crime 

and became a pastor in Chicago and since then has done great 

things for the Lord in that city.  Johnny Cash who struggled with 

many challenges in his life, took advantage of the second chance 

and served the Lord the best he could.   
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I would encourage everyone during this Lenten time that we take 

some quiet time and figure out what needs to be done so that our 

fig tree will bear sweet and abundant fruit like the fig tree.   


