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In the year 1271, Marco Polo, a 17 year old Italian explorer and 

adventurer traveled to the heart of Asia and in time had become 

friends with the great Mongol emperor Kublai Khan, who later 

appointed him to important governmental positions 

When Polo finally returned home to Italy some 24 years later, he 

wrote a book called the Travels of Marco. When it was published, 

people questioned its truthfulness and they even ridiculed it.  

Some even argued that he never went to China.   

As Polo neared his death in 1324, he was asked to recant what he 

had written and deny what he had but to his last breath, he 

insisted, “I have not told half of what I had seen.” 

The transfiguration of Jesus in the gospels is a fantastic story, but 

what the disciples saw was unmistakable. Because there were 

three eye witnesses that added to the credibility of what was 



2 
 

written down and that was done to give us confidence for all who 

believe.   

Neil will read Luke 9:28-36. 

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, 
John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to 
pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of 

lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in 
glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about 
his departure,[a] which he was about to bring to fulfillment 
at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very 
sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his 
glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men 
were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good 
for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what 
he was saying.) 

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered 
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A 
voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom 
I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had 
spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples 
kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time 
what they had seen.  This is the Word of God. 

In our gospel text, we are told that Jesus took Peter, James and 

John up a high mountain for the purpose of prayer. But prior to 

this visit, Jesus upset the disciples with the bad news that he was 

going to suffer and die. At the time, this was too much for them 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A28-36&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25333a
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to comprehend this and they were shaken in their faith. But Jesus 

had other plans and that was to show them who he really was 

and had control of future events.   

It was here on the mountain, Jesus’ appearance changed. His 

face shone like the brightness of the sun and his clothes radiated 

the brilliance of white light.  He had become so radiant that he 

was difficult to look at.  Saturday (2/26/2022) the sun was 

shining on the snow and it was difficult to look at because of the 

brightness yet it was nothing compared to the brightness of 

Jesus. 

In an instant he changed from the humble rabbi from Nazareth to 

the King of Glory. Some people call this an astounding miracle of 

transformation. But when you think about it, the real miracle was 

for 33 years, he restrained himself from showing his divine glory.   

Here with him were two of Israel’s greatest figures: Moses who 

had been dead 1400 years, represented the Old Testament law 

and Elijah who had been gone some 900 years before, 

represented the prophets.   
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This transfiguration event was like pulling the curtain aside and 

getting a glimpse of the next life. This shows us what our 

resurrected bodies will be like. We will never see pain, suffer 

illness or death. In that day, we will recognize one another and 

call each other by name. This is what motivates me to be ready 

for the next life and helps me to live in the present.   

Let me give you a name of an individual who was a modern day 

martyr, an outstanding witness who took the words of Jesus to 

heart. Her name was Cassie Bernall. She was seventeen when 

she died for her faith at the Columbine High School in Littleton, 

Colorado on April 20, 1999.   

That was the day when fellow students Eric Harris and Dylan 

Klebold stormed the school and gunned down twelve students 

including one teacher before taking their own lives.   

Cassie was the brave young lady who took a bullet because of her 

faith in Christ. One of the gunmen had yelled, “Anyone in here 

believe in God?” With other students lying on the floor, Cassie 

replied, “Yes I believe in God. I belong to the Lord Jesus.” The 
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young killer then asked, “Why?” and shot her before she could 

answer. This radiant teenager died a witness to the Lord, but a 

few years prior, her life was anything but a witness for God.   

When Cassie was in the ninth grade, her parents, Brad and Misty 

Bernall had become very concerned about their daughter’s 

behavior.  They discovered she was interested in witchcraft and 

involved with alcohol and drugs. To get her away from some 

people that were leading her down the wrong path, they enrolled 

Cassie in another school and the family began to attend the West 

Bowles Community Church.   

The turning point came when Cassie reluctantly went on a 

weekend youth retreat. When she went away, she went as a 

gloomy, troubled teen and when she came back, she was 

transformed by the power of Jesus Christ. And that is why she 

was able to be a witness for her faith in the final moments of her 

life.   

Her transformation can be summarized by the words that she 

shared on a video just two days before her death, when she said 
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“You really can’t live without Christ. It is impossible to really have 

a true life without him.” 

I know many in our congregation have strong faith and if were 

something to happen, you would be ready to meet the Lord.  

Your belief in Jesus is rock solid and since you have given your 

life to Him, it is just a matter of time when you see Him face to 

face.  But in the meantime, let us stay strong.   

The big news of the day is the Russian invasion of the Ukraine.  

For the 44 million people of the Ukraine, this is a life and death 

struggle. It is my understanding the Orthodox priests and other 

church pastors have been preparing the people for difficult times 

knowing that many will lose their lives. 

For many of the Ukrainian people, the Transfiguration of Jesus 

takes on new meaning, because a number of them may see Jesus 

much sooner than they anticipated. And because of that, their 

faith is more real and there is a consecration to the Lord, knowing  
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The Transfiguration is like a sneak preview of the movie, “Life 

after Life.”  May we put our trust in the Lord, give our lives to him 

and live like today may be our last.   

Following this sermon, there was an informational session from a 

former missionary to the Ukraine with updated information and 

requests for prayers.  

 

 


