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Palm Sunday 2022                                                                             

Luke 19:28-40                                                                             

HUMC 10 April 2022 

On December 4, 1977, the world witnessed the coronation of his 

Imperial Majesty, King Jean Bedel Bokassa I of the former Central 

African Republic. The price tag for the coronation in those days 

for this very poor African country was a phenomenal $25 million 

dollars or $117 million in today’s dollars.   

This extravaganza began promptly at precisely at 10:10 am with 

the blast of trumpets and drum rolls. The first to walk down the 

red carpet were eight of King Bokassa’s twenty-nine official 

children. They were followed by the heir to the throne, the king’s 

eldest son; Jean Bedel-Bokassa II who was dressed in a white 

admiral’s uniform.   

Queen Catherine, the favorite of the kings’ nine wives was next.  

She wore a $73,000 or $350,000 in today’s dollars, a gown laced 

with pearls.  Once the family was in place, the king arrived on cue 

in the imperial coach decorated with golden eagles and drawn by 

six majestic horses.   

As the Marine Band played “The Sacred March of His Majesty” the 

king stepped out of the carriage and walked down the red carpet.  

He was cloaked in a thirty two pound royal robe which was 

decorated with pearls and golden embroidery. He wore white 

gloves and pearl slippers on his feet. On his head was a golden 

laurel wreath, the type that Roman emperor’s word.   

When the Sacred March came to an end, the soon to be crowned 

king sat on his $2.5 million or in today’s dollars, eagle throne.  

The golden laurel that sat on his head was replaced with a golden 

crown with and 80 carat diamond. But this was all for naught, 

because King Bokassa was deposed a couple of years later.   
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Today’s scripture text is also about a procession, but it was not as 

pompous as King Bokassas’. Jesus’ triumphal entry was more 

significant in the fact that it changed the countless lives down 

through the ages. And it was when we keep Christ’s word in our 

hearts, praise him with our lips, look forward to his return, that 

we truly honor him. My text is Luke 19:28-40.   

 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at 
the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his 
disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of 
you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, 
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, 
‘The Lord needs it.’”32 Those who were sent ahead went 
and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were 

untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?”34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt 
and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread 
their cloaks on the road.37 When he came near the place 
where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole 
crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud 
voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”[a]“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”40 “I tell you,” he 
replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”41 As he 
approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it  

The first Palm Sunday marked the beginning of the end of Jesus’ 

earthly life. Jesus knew the time had come that he was to 

proclaim himself as the promised Messiah. But he knew this 

would lead to his death and his death would lead to the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A21-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25770a
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resurrection and his resurrection would lead to his ascension and 

his ascension would lead to a spiritual kingdom. And when 

returns to earth, then he will rule and reign as the King of Kings 

and the Lord of Lords.   

But Jesus’ choice of transportation on the first Palm Sunday was a 

young donkey. In Biblical times, the donkey served as a symbol 

of peace. If a country was at war, ambassadors would get on a 

donkey and ride to a certain location to work out a peace treaty. 

On the other hand, victorious generals with their great armies 

would enter the conquered city on a majestic horse. 

As the Prince of Peace, Jesus fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy which 

said, Rejoice greatly, o daughter of Zion; Shout, O daughter 

of Jerusalem; behold your king cometh unto you.  He is 

just and having salvation; lowly and riding upon a donkey.   

And when the people spread their outer garments and waved 

palm branches, it was done to honor their king and it was 

worship. In other versions, it reads the people shouted: 

Hosanna means God saves or it is similar to God save the king. 

Hosanna in the highest was an invitation to praise the 

Messianic king. It is interesting, we are to worship God alone, but 

with the waving of the palm branches, spreading the clothes on 

the road and shouting praises, Jesus accepted the praise as to 

God. 

In the events that surrounded the first Palm Sunday was a 

confusing time for the followers of Jesus, because it was widely 

believed that he was the long awaited political Messiah who would 

immediately set up his earthly kingdom.   
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What they did not realize until after the resurrection was that 

Jesus was the Lamb of God who was to take away the sins of the 

world and was their spiritual king.  

On a historical note, 10 years after the first Palm Sunday, 

240,000 lambs were sacrificed at Passover. If there were 10 

people per lamb, then it was figured there were over a million 

people in the area on that day. 

The Passover took place in the spring and people were 

everywhere. Many slept and camped outside because there were 

not enough accommodations for the massive crowds.   

Outside the city was a rural and agricultural area.  Bethany 

where Jesus began his Palm Sunday journey was known as 

“House of Dates or Figs”. Bethphage where the disciples picked 

up the colt was known as the “House of Unripe Figs”, Mt of 

Olives where Jesus began his descent into the city was known for 

its olive groves.  Gethsemane which he passed on his journey 

into the city means “Olive Press”. 

As 21st Century Christians, most of us know the Palm Sunday 

story, but there is a question that needs to be asked.  Has Jesus 

received a welcome or a Hosanna in your life? Is he the king of 

your heart? 

As humans we are wired to worship. There is this innate longing 

to connect with our Heavenly Father.   

John 4:24-God is spirit and we must worship in spirit and in 

truth. 

Psalm 103:1-Bless the Lord O my soul; and all that is within me, 

bless his holy name. 

1 Chronicles 16:34-Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his 

love endures forever.   
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The Lord desires our praise and if people would not do it, all of 

creation will cry out. Even Jesus alluded to that when he said in 

Luke 19:20, if people stayed quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

When we sing praise to God in a church or at home, it is like we 

put in a good word, say nice things or say thank you. But if we 

don’t praise the Lord, we will praise something or someone else.  

Regardless of whether we praise God or not, in a way, all of 

creation in their own way expresses praise to God.   

Carl Linneaus, the great Swedish botanist, observed the beautiful 

order that reigns among flowers and what he did was propose the 

use of a floral clock to be composed of plants that open and close 

their blossoms at different times.   

For example in Sweden, he calculated that the dandelion would 

open it's petals at six in the morning, hawkweed at seven, succor 

at eight, celandine at nine, and other plants with equal regularity.  

In other parts of the world it is different and scientifically, it has 

to do with temperature and light.    

Here in New Hampshire. I saw purple crocuses begin to bloom in 

front of the church in the midst of the snow. When you leave 

church today there are yellow daffodils coming up near the 

church sign by the bushes. May/June, just like clockwork, the 

Hostas and Rhododendrons will begin to bloom. 

It is like creation way of praising God. And if the flowers open 

their petals on a regular basis, shouldn’t we offer to God our 

praise as well? 

Here are some meaningful quotes: 

Worship means to feel in the heart. AW Tozer 

Without the worship of the heart, liturgical prayer 

becomes formal routine. Aeired Graham. 
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Worship is a way of living, a way of seeing the world in the 

light of God. Abraham Heschel. 

Angels listen for your songs, for your voice rises to the 

very gates of heaven when you praise the Lord. Francis 

Roberts 

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s 

praise. Charles Wesley. 

Praise is more than singing, it is the saint reflecting the 

life of Christ.   

We don’t learn to praise in a day, especially since you may 

have been complaining for years.  New habits take time to 

develop.  But you can begin today and practice tomorrow, 

and the next day until it becomes a part of you. Erwin 

Lutzer. 

Palm Sunday is about how we honor and praise God. When we 

receive this palm, think of it as a symbol of Christ’s victory over 

death and how he is to reign in our hearts. It is also a reminder 

that someday he will come back and rule as King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords. But until he returns, let us continue to honor and 

praise Him in our hearts.   


