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Bess Houdini was the wife of the famous magician and escape 

artist and she gathered at a séance for the past ten years hoping 

to contact her dead husband.   

Finally, she rose from the table and announced to the others and 

to the listening radio audience, “Houdini did not come through. 

My last hope is gone. I do not believe he can come back to me or 

anyone. The Houdini Shrine has burned for ten years. I now 

reverently turn out the light. It is finished. Good night, Harry.” 

You see Harry Houdini was known as the man “no jail could hold”, 

but in the end he couldn’t escape death. Shortly before he died, 

he made a pact with his wife Bess, that if he could, he would 

make contact with her from the other side. What the Houdini’s 

did was devise a secret coded message that was only known 

between the two of them. That way there would be no 

manipulation from the spiritualist or séance leader. That would 

truly prove that he was sending messages from beyond the 

grave.   

But after 10 seances in 10 years, Bess did not receive her 

husband’s personal message.  

In our scripture text for today, Jesus did more than just 

communicate from the grave. He came out of the tomb and in our 

passage of scripture he appeared to all but one of his disciples.  

My text is John 20:19-31. 
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Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and side. The disciples were 
overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has 
sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed 
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive 
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus Appears to Thomas 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the 
Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his 
hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and 

Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 
my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you 

have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed. 30 Jesus performed many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 
this book. 31 But these are written that you may 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+20%3A19-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26892a
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believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Friday was the day of the crucifixion. Saturday had been a dark 

day, almost like death itself. But on the first day of the week, a 

shaft of sunlight pierced the darkness. One moment the disciples 

were sad and depressed, now they were mesmerized; it was 

almost too good to be true.   

Our Lord’s presence was unmistakable proof that he was alive 

and his claims were validated. But for some reason, Thomas had 

been absent and perhaps he needed the time to grieve and face 

his sorrow alone. 

But when Thomas rejoined his colleagues and heard the good 

news, he dismissed the resurrection story as false and responded 

to it much the same way we respond to those outlandish stories 

that we see in the magazines at the check-out aisle at 

supermarkets. 

Thomas could dismiss the resurrection claims by reasoning it took 

place in the dark, cold, early morning hours and the first 

witnesses were emotionally overcome by the horrors of the 

crucifixion and they could not see and think clearly. 

J. Vernon McGee on his radio program, “Back to the Bible” would 

often read questions that the radio audience would send to him.  

One famous letter went something like this. “Dear Pastor McGee, 

Our preacher said that on Easter, Jesus swooned on the cross and 

the disciples nursed him back to health. What do you think?” 

Pastor McGee replied with a bit of humor. “Dear sister, beat your 

preacher with a leather whip with 39 heavy strokes. Nail him to a 

cross. Hang him in the sun for 6 hours.  Run a spear through his 

ribs. Wrap him with a burial cloth with 75 pounds of spices and 

put him in an airless tomb for three days and see what happens.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+20%3A19-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26899b
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I think that was a pretty good answer. I am sure if Thomas had 

been in the room the first time Jesus appeared and another 

Apostle had been absent, what we would have Doubting Peter, 

Doubting Matthew, Doubting Philip or Doubting John sermons.  

But it happened to be Thomas and he would be satisfied with 

nothing less than material evidence. 

The concept of the resurrection of the dead is a perspective that 

involves physical and spiritual properties. Belief in the 

resurrection goes against the laws of nature.   

For example, we can look at this plastic container from three 

different viewpoints. Take three people and have them each hold 

a small block of pinewood. Let’s say the first person releases the 

container and it falls to the ground. The second person releases 

the container and moves it upwards. The third person releases 

the container and it remains in exactly the same place.   

Now someone reports this to you over the phone. In the first 

case, the behavior is expected. In the second, the behavior is 

bizarre. In the third case, the behavior is simply not believable.  

That is because you assume that all three cases are taking place 

in the same atmospheric conditions.   

It turns out that the first person is standing on the surface of the 

earth, so the container falls to the ground. The second person 

happens to be standing underwater, so naturally, the container 

floats upwards. That is perfectly normal and logical in that 

situation. The third person is in the international space station 

with zero gravity, so the container stays just where it has been 

released. This is also normal and logical in space. When Thomas 

looked at Jesus’ resurrection, it was from an earthly perspective 

and it didn’t make sense.   
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When I was in high school, I wasn’t sure if the claims of Christ 

were true. I would discuss them with my friends and we would go 

round and round. But it wasn’t until I was given a Bible and 

began to read for myself that I began to see through spiritual 

eyes and I received my faith.   

The scriptures tell us, faith comes by hearing and hearing the 

Word of God. Many of you have found your faith in the same way.   

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist church had struggles 

of faith early in his life. As a young man at the university, he had 

a strong desire to serve God and through the self-discipline, he 

tried to progress in his religious faith, but had no assurance that 

his sins were forgiven or if God loved him.   

Wesley entered ordained ministry and served as a missionary in 

the American colonies, but he still lacked certainty that God really 

worked like he did in apostolic times. But at a Christian meeting 

at Aldersgate Street, London, something happened to him.   

He recorded in his journal, “About a quarter before nine, I felt my 

heart strangely warm. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for 

my salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken 

away my sins, even mine, and saved me.” From that point, 

Wesley was a changed man.   

Frederick Buechner, a novelist and sometime preacher, had posed 

this question, “Why doesn’t God send us a sign to dispel all our 

doubts, such as a message in the sky, written by the 

rearrangement of the universe, with suns and moons to dot the 

“I’s and cross the “t’s” so that the night sky would read, “I am 

God.  I really do exist.” 

That was Buechner’s question. I would love it if God did 

something like that. But that is not the way he works.  Faith is 

the spoken or the written word. The Apostle Thomas was 



6 
 

fortunate. Jesus physically appeared to him and he got the proof 

that he was looking for. But down through the ages, a personal 

visit from the risen Christ is not the norm. That is why our Lord 

said, “Blessed are those who don’t see yet believe. But we can 

see Jesus through our spiritual eyes and experience him in the 

spiritual sense.  

Belief in the resurrected Lord does not require physical sight or 

touch but it requires that our spiritual eyes to be opened. The 

best thing I can offer you is if you prayerfully read the scriptures 

and study for yourself and ask Him to reveal himself to you.  If 

you do this sincerely, you will find Christ. He will inspire you to 

make a difference in the lives of others.  

Deuteronomy 4:29 says, “But if from there you seek the LORD 

your God, you will find him if you seek him with all your heart 

and with all your soul.” 

Our faith is a lifetime process. After the initial experience, we 

have to feed our soul with spiritual food. When we do that, we 

will experience the closeness and growth that God has for us.   

 

 


