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Restoration Jesus’ Style                                                                                                                                                             

John 21:1-19                                                                                                                                                                            

HUMC 15 May 2022 

In Scotland, near the moors is an old mansion that had a newly 

decorated wall but large container of soda water was accidentally 

spilled on it and left an unsightly stain. A famous British artist, 

Lord Edwin Landseer was a guest in the house and was known for 

the painting the portraits of the British royal family. He was also 

an expert painter of animals and landscapes. 

One day as the family went out to the moors, Landseer stayed 

behind. And with a few masterful strokes with a piece of charcoal, 

that ugly stain on the painting was turned into a thing of beauty.   

The same thing took place on a spiritual level when Jesus 

restored Peter into God’s good graces. 

And restoration is what God will do for us when we go astray or 

have failed.  My text is John 21:1-19. 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of 

Galilee.[a] It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known 

as Didymus[b]), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to 

fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So 
they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 

nothing. 

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did 

not realize that it was Jesus. 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will 

find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 

because of the large number of fish. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A1-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26900a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A1-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26901b
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7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped 

his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 
into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the 

net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred 
yards.[c] 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there 

with fish on it, and some bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just 
caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged 

the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many 

the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 

They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it 
to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third 

time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the 

dead. 

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, 
“you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”16 Again 

Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, 

“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my 

sheep.” 

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 

me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do 
you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I 

love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when 
you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; 

but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone 
else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to 

go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter 

would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”  This is the 

word of God.  

His name was Simon Peter. We remember him as the disciple 

who tried to walk on water, but started to sink when he doubted. 

He was the one who testified that Jesus was the Son of God, yet 

a couple of months later he denied Him three times in a night.   

Now it was the second week after Christ had been resurrected.  

Jesus had already appeared to his disciples on two separate 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A1-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26907c
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occasions. It was here that our Lord stood on the shore of the 

Sea of Galilee. This was Jesus’ third post resurrection experience.   

And after a meal of the very 8-inch Tilapia fish, Jesus had some 

unfinished business. He could have turned to the fisherman and 

said “Peter, why did you deny me three times at the Garden?” but 

he didn’t. But our Lord had too much compassion to push the 

knife of guilt any deeper into Peter’s heart. But rather His goal 

was to perform deep soul surgery and effectively cut the ache 

from his heart and restore the fisherman. 

The conversation went like this. 

“Simon. son of John, do you love me more than these?” 

 “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

 “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

The first two times, Jesus used the word Greek word for love 

Agape which means self-sacrificial love.  The third time he used 

the Greek word Phileo signifying brotherly affection. 

So to make sense of what Jesus asked Peter, it was like this. 

“Do you love me? Do you love me? Are you even my 

friend?”  

A question that Jesus can ask us. Do you love me? Do you love 

me? Are you even my friend? It is restoration that Jesus does for 

all of us. He loves and cares for us and will do what it takes to get 

us back on track. To restore us to the person we should be.   

In 1975, an angry young man rushed through the Rijks Museum 

in Amsterdam and took out a knife and Rembrandt’s “Night 

watch” painting and slashed it before he could be stopped.   
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A few months later, a distraught 33-year-old Austrian geologist 

slipped into St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome with a sledgehammer 

in hand and began to smash Michelangelo’s sculpture, the Pieta.  

Mary’s arm, her nose and eye lids were damaged. Two cherished 

works of art were severely damaged in the same year.   

Now the Rijks museum and Vatican officials could have taken the 

painting and the sculpture and locked them in a storage room, 

but they didn’t. But art restorationists worked with utmost care, 

repaired the two treasures.   

In our scripture text, the time had come for our Lord to restore 

Peter through the question-and-answer method and Peter was 

restored. 

In 1987, Senator Gary Hart of Colorado was a candidate for 

Presidency of the United States, but he challenged the press to 

scrutinize his life. At the time he felt he had nothing to hide.  

Shortly after that he had become involved with a woman named 

Donna Rice who was not his wife.   

Some of you may remember that story. Rice had accompanied 

Hart, on a pleasure trip to the Bahamas on a yacht called Monkey 

Business.   

At the time Donna was a backslidden Christian. Throughout her 

time in high school, her life had revolved around the choir, youth 

group, mission trips and inviting friends to church.   

But when went away to college, she drifted away from the things 

of God. Then the Gary Hart scandal put her on the front page of 

newspapers and magazines across the country and her life fell 

apart. She was hounded by the press and had to quit her job.   
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Donna was offered millions of dollars to tell her story but her 

mother and grandmother said to her, “Before you make any 

decisions, get your life straight with God.” 

Then she received a recorded message on one of those old 

cassettes from a person in her church youth group. It said: 

“Donna, I imagine you are in a lot of pain right now. I just want 

you to know that God loves you and I love you. “   

When she heard that message, she collapsed to the floor .and 

sobbed. Then she prayed, “Help me to live my life your way!”  

She later wrote “God answered my plea by flooding me with his 

presence and forgiveness and by surrounding me with Christian 

fellowship.” 

Donna rededicated her life to prayer, reading the Bible, being in 

church fellowship and living right. Donna is now married with two 

adult children. She is quite active on the national level in 

promoting family activities. 

As Jesus never didn’t gave up on Peter, our Lord is there for us if 

we stumble or fall and when we fail, he will pick us up, brush us 

off and send us on our way. That is restoration.   

I have been a believer for many years and have made my share 

of mistakes, but God in his mercy has forgiven and restored me 

into a relationship with him.   

As I look out on the congregation, I know many can testify to 

God’s forgiving grace and how he helped you through difficult 

times. 

We may not be deserving of God’s mercy, but his mercy, but he 

loves us and it is in his best interest to restore us just like Edwin 

Landseer did when he covered the ugly soda stain in that Scottish 
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mansion. Or like the skilled technicians that restored 

Rembrandt’s Nightwatch and Michelangelo’s Pieta.  

And last but not least, how he took a hurting and disgraced 

Donna Rice and restored her so that she is making a difference in 

the lives of children. 

We all need restoration, forgiveness, love, and compassion. We 

all fail; we all stumble. Allow God to minister to you and restore a 

right relationship with you.   

 

Let us pray.  

 

  

 


