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John Newton’s Mother                                                                         

Mother’s Day Sermon                                                                                

May 8, 2022 HUMC 

 

On this Mother’s Day, I would like to begin with several Bible 

texts. They are: Psalm 139:13-14; Proverbs 31:28-29; 

Proverbs 22:6. 

• Psalm 139:13-14: "For you formed my inward parts; you 
knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; my soul knows it very well." 

• Proverbs 31:28–29: "Her children rise up and call her 
blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 'Many women 

have done excellently, but you surpass them all.'" 
• Proverbs 22:6: "Train up a child in the way he should go; 

even when he is old he will not depart from it." 

This is the Word of God. All praise to the Lord Jesus Christ.   

In the country of England, there is an old church cemetery and on 

it is a most unusual tomb. Let me read it to you the inscription. 

John Newton, clerk, once an infidel and libertine, a servant 

of slaves in Africa.  Was by the rich mercy of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and 

appointed to preach the faith, he had long labored to 

destroy.  He ministered near 16 years as curate and vicar 

of Olney in Bucks and 28 years as rector of these United 

Parishes. On February 1, 1750, he married the daughter of 

the late George Catlett of Chatham Kent. She died on 

December 15, 1790. He died on December 21, 1807, aged 

82 years and his mortal remains are deposited in this 

vault.  
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The name John Newton might not be familiar to many of you, but 

he is famous for a hymn that we all know. It is Amazing Grace.  

Newton said shortly before his death. “My memory is nearly 

gone, but I remember two things. I am a great sinner and 

Christ is a great Savior.” 

Today is Mother’s Day and the story of Amazing Grace would not 

be complete if we did not acknowledge the contribution of John 

Newton’s mother and if it were not for Mrs. Newton, John may 

never have found Christ as his savior.   

You see, Amazing Grace really began when Mrs. Newton was 

pregnant. During the nine months that she carried the child, I am 

sure she prayed that her child would become a Christian and a 

blessing to others.  

And I believe this is a prayer that God enjoys hearing. As all of us 

know, the birth of a child is a big event. There is the 

responsibility of getting the baby’s room ready, along with the 

toys, the stuffed animals, the crib, the car seat, the diapers and 

the bottles.   

But prayer for a child is most important. If you know of anyone 

who is pregnant, pray for her. Pray that her child will have a 

healthy delivery and pray that the child will become a blessing to 

others.   

When John was small, religious training began. I am certain he 

was told the stories of Adam and Eve, Noah and the Ark, Jonah 

and the whale, Joshua and the walls of Jericho, David and 

Goliath, the miracles of Jesus to include his death and 

resurrection.   

But to that little lad, his mother was an evangelist and teacher.  
Proverbs 22:6 which we had just read which says  
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• Start children off on the way they should go, and even 
when they are old they will not turn from it. NIV:  

•  
•  Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 

is old he will not depart from it. 21st Century KJV 

Many of us in this congregation have or had wonderful mothers 
who sacrificed, taught, nurtured and cared for us. But at the 

same time, I know there are others who have had painful 
memories and their childhood experiences were not good and 
because of this, Mother’s Day is a difficult day.   

But we need to pray for God’s amazing grace that he will heal you 
of the pain and help bring reconciliation.   

On a positive note, let us not wait until Mother’s Day, 
anniversaries, or birthdays to show our appreciation but do it 
throughout the year.   

The time that John and his mother spent together was short. He 
was 7 years old and she became ill and although the doctors did 
everything they could to save her, she died. Though her death 
was a terrible misfortune, she had used her time well and 
through her godly example, Mrs. Newton sowed the seeds of 
faith.   

When it comes to parenting. We really have a small window of 
opportunity to teach our children about the Lord. And that is 
when they are young and their hearts are tender.   

There is a story of a Christian evangelist who held revival services 
in Japan. On this particular night, the evangelist wanted to take 
an informal survey and find out what age people found the Lord.  
And he asked everyone to stand. 

Then he said, anyone who has made a profession of faith or 
received Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord at the age of 18 please 
sit down and three-fourths of the audience sat down.  Then he 
started to list the age brackets.  20, 25, 30, 35, 40 and so on.   
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But what surprised the missionary the most was that there were 
not too many people who found the Lord after age 40. I think if 
we were to take this same survey in this church, I believe the 
results would be about the same. Most people who have a 
personal relationship with Christ began their walk when they were 
young.   

So let’s not underestimate the importance of taking your young 

loved one to the church and read to them the Bible. It will do 
more for them than you will ever know. I can still remember my 
mother who read to me the stories of Joseph, Moses, and 
Pharaoh. Although I was seven years old, I was fascinated, 
excited, scared and full of questions. 

When John Newton turned 11 years old, he became a seaman on 
his father’s ship and the next 10 years of his life were spent in 
sinful living.  

When England was ready to go to war, young John was drafted 
into the British navy but it seemed that John wasn’t cut out for 
military life, so he deserted ship. He was eventually captured and 
as punishment, he was flogged at the mast of the ship.   

Dismissed from the service, John joined the crew of a slave ship.  
When he grew older, he became the captain of his own ship and 
for the next 6 years, he transported slaves from Africa to 

America. Although he was far from God, the seed of faith that his 
mother planted was a constant reminder that God still loved him 
despite his evil ways.   

The turning point in John’s life occurred on March 10, 1748 when 
he was on his way home to England from Africa. This was when 
his slave ship was caught in a typhoon and when it appeared that 
the ship was about to break up, Newton went on his knees and 
repented of his wicked ways.   

When the storm passed and his life was spared, John quit his 
ship. The old African blasphemer or converted sea captain, as he 
liked to call himself, had now become a preacher of the gospel.  
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Though his mother had long been deceased, her prayers began to 
see fruit.   

If God can do a miracle in the heart of John Newton, he can do 
the same for your loved one. Mrs. Newton’s prayers continued to 
bear fruit. John in his lifetime had written over 200 hymns 
including the famous Amazing Grace.   

Verse 1.  Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a 
wretch like me. I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but 
now I see.  

Verse 2. Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my 
fears relieved, how precious did that grace appear the hour I first 
believed.   

In 1790, Newton’s wife of 40 years died of cancer. She had been 

a woman of true devotion and encouragement and now John had 
to face the next 17 long years without her.   

Verse 3. And when this flesh and heart shall fail and mortal life 
shall cease, I shall possess within the veil a life of joy and peace.   

And my favorite. 

Verse 6.  When we’ve been there 10,000 years, bright shining as 
the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d 
first begun.   

When I was a junior at Plymouth State, I rented a room in a 
private house at the edge of the campus. Adjacent to where I 
lived, there was a college type of house where students lived. It 
seemed that on weekends, the students would party.   

On this particular day, it was Friday afternoon and I was coming 
home from my last class of the day when I could hear the music.  
I noticed students were out on the front lawn and up on the roof, 
drinking bear and shouting over the music. They had those old 2 
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foot speakers and the music could easily be heard several streets 
away.   

The music they played that day came from a Judy Collins album.  
Then all of a sudden, I heard Judy sing Amazing Grace. Let me 
play it for you. 

It was then that I stopped and watched. I could tell that the 

students on the roof were becoming annoyed and tried to ignore 
the song. They began to pace back and forth on the ledge of the 
roof, trying to drown out the music by talking louder. As they lit 
up cigarettes, I could tell Amazing Grace was making them feel 
uncomfortable.   

I knew most of the students. For many, life was going to classes 
and having one big party on the weekend. But on that spring 
afternoon, so many years ago, I believe the Lord decided to pay 

them a visit through the words of that song and to remind them, 
that yes, there is a God in heaven and he is knocking at the door 
of their hearts. 

When the song ended, I could see there was a visible sigh of 
relief. But for a few moments, the light of heaven penetrated the 
darkness to show them the way. It was truly a holy moment.   

With John Newton, it wasn’t counseling, education, or philosophy 

that changed his heart. It was Jesus. The combination of the 
typhoon and most certainly the prayers of his mother had an 
impact on him finding Jesus as his Lord and Savior.   

In closing, John Newton’s story is about a mother who prayed.  
Not only did she care for her son, but her prayers followed him 
until he made that profession of faith.   

On this Mother’s Day, if you have any parents alive, make a 

phone call or visit. Remember it is amazing grace that us all. For 
those who struggle with unresolved issues, know that God’s 
amazing grace can comfort and hold you here and in the life to 
come.   


