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Jesus Gift to A Father                                                                                    

Luke 8:26-39                                                                                       

June 19, 2022 HUMC 

St. Augustine once said, “The devil is like a mad dog that is 

chained up. He is powerless to harm when we are outside 

his reach, but once we enter his circle, we expose 

ourselves to injury and harm”.   

Today’s scripture, Luke 8:26-39 and it is about a man who 

became hopelessly entangled in the devil’s circle. But Jesus came 

along and delivered him. I believe this ranks up there as perhaps 

as one of the strangest, mysterious, and unbelievable 

supernatural stories in all the Gospels.   

Knowing this is Father’s Day, I see this story as having a happy 

ending for the man who was demon possessed and his family. 

6 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes,[a] which is 
across the lake from Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped 
ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the 
town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or 
lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he 

saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the 
top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of 
the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For 
Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the 
man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A26-39&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25272a
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chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had 
broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into 
solitary places. 

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  “Legion,” he 
replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And 
they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into 
the Abyss.  32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the 

hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into the 
pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 When the demons 
came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was 
drowned.  34 When those tending the pigs saw what had 
happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and 
countryside, 35 and the people went out to see what had 
happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man 
from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ 

feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were 
afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the 
demon-possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the 
people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 
them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got 
into the boat and left.38 The man from whom the demons 
had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him 
away, saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has 
done for you.” So the man went away and told all over 
town how much Jesus had done for him.  This is the Word 
of God. 

I know there are lots of reactions about this passage of scripture.  

After a full day of ministry, Jesus and his disciples got into a boat.  

Their destination was the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, a 

distance of six miles.   
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It was in a Gentile or non-Jewish area, which was a quiet 

agricultural area and in the eyes of the disciples, a place to rest 

and get away from the crowds.   

But before they could get there, they encountered a ferocious 

storm that the lake and Jesus showed he had authority over 

wind, storm and water.   

Now it was perhaps dawn as the small boat sailed quietly across 

the smooth glass like water on to the shore of the country of the 

Gadarenes.   

And the person to meet him was perhaps the wildest man they 

had ever seen.   

He was uncontrollable.                                                                                                                                               

He was agitated and disturbed.                                                           

He was filthy dirty and obviously a social outcast.                                                                                                                 

He could not be tamed.                                                                 

But it wasn’t always this way.  Something happened.  Either he 

was exposed to the occult or some demonic element sometime in 
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his youth.  But whatever it was, it took ahold of him, invaded his 

entire being and he became violent.   

His mother who brought him into the world was traumatized by 

his actions. His father was at his wit’s end. All the relatives were 

embarrassed by the blackest sheep of the family.     

In my EMT class, we watched a video of a wild man who was also 

naked and he had to be wrestled down by 6 to 8 police officers.  

A person like this would be diagnosed with agitated delirium.   

In regards to the man of the tombs, we don’t know what he did 

or did not do, whether he had a bad childhood or had become 

involved in hallucinogenic drugs or participated in witchcraft, but 

what we know, because he was so violent, he was forced out of 

the village.   

Now I suppose if a psychologist or a psychiatrist had been 

present back then, he could have been diagnosed with a variety 

of disorders, but whatever the condition he was a total mess. No 
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doubt he would have been hospitalized, placed in a special group 

home or given medication to control his behavior.   

But aside from the root causes and diagnosis; Jesus arrived at 

the right time. Throughout the gospels, when Jesus came into a 

person’s life, they were either challenged, upset or transformed.  

And transformation was what happened to the man of the tombs.   

In our scripture, Jesus not only showed his authority over the 

wind and waves, but humans with difficult problems.    

2 Corinthians 5:17 says.  If any person is in Christ, they 

are a new creation; old things have passed away; behold 

all things become new.   

V39  Jesus sent him away, saying.  Return to your home 

and declare how much God has done for you.  So he went 

away, proclaiming throughout the city, how much Jesus 

had done for him.   

A month ago, we observed Mother’s Day and today is Father’s 

Day. But if they had such a celebration in Biblical days, what a 
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great gift was given to the family; the man of the tombs was 

finally free. 

Before he was violent, now he was peaceful.                                                  

Before he roamed naked in the cemetery, now he was fully 

clothed.                                                                                        

Before the evil forces possessed him.                                                 

Now he was in his right mind.                                                                    

Before he was a terror.                                                                             

Now he was full of gratitude.                                                                 

Before he was hopelessly lost.                                                          

Now he was a child of God.   

That is the gospel message. It is about change, deliverance.  A 

life lived for the better. It is about a gift to a father, a mother, a 

family. The best gift of all, a changed son. 

 Do you need a change of more of Christ in your life?  I urge to 

live for Christ.  If you know of a family who is like the man of the 

tombs, they need prayers.  When God answers prays and delivers 

back a lost one, a family is blessed. 


