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On this Memorial Day weekend, this happens to coincide with a time of national 
turmoil over the recent shooting in Texas. It also an opportunity to remember 
those in our armed forces who have died for our liberty. It is also fitting that we 
remember the one who gave us eternal life. 
  
My text is 1 John 3:16. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down 
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.   
  
Memorial Day and our scripture text have one thing in common and that is the 
sacrifice for others.  
  
On Memorial Day, our nation remembers the sacrifices of our fallen 
military.  Spiritually speaking, when God sent Jesus, he died so that we might 
experience eternal life. Now the word sacrifice means “something to give up.” 
  
One outstanding example of sacrifice took place on February 3, 1943, when the 
USS Dorchester, a US Army troop ship with more than 900 men aboard was 100 
miles off the coast of Greenland. A German submarine fired a torpedo and struck 
the midsection of the Dorchester.   
  
Immediately there was a loud explosion as ammonia and oil covered the entire 
deck of the disabled ship. Among the 900 men were four military chaplains. They 
were Father John Washington, a Roman Catholic Priest, Reverend Clark Poling, a 
Dutch Reformed minister, Rabbi Alexander Goode, a Jewish rabbi and Reverend 
George Fox, a Methodist minister.  
  
As the ship began to sink, the chaplains handed out life jackets and tried to calm 
the men. When the life jackets ran out, the four chaplains gave them the ones 
they were wearing to some soldiers who didn’t have one. Unfortunately, the ship 
sank within 18 minutes. Survivors reported that just before the ship went down, 
the four chaplains stood arm in arm on the hull as each prayed for the care of 
their men.  



  
Chaplains Washington, Poling, Goode and Fox great put others before 
themselves.  
  
1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 
us and we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.  
  
Simply put, when God sent Jesus to die for us, it was done to bring us into a right 
relationship with him. And the spirit of laying down one’s life for others while 
following Christian principles is what made this country unique among the 
nations.  
  
On April 14, 2004, Marine Corporal Jason Dunham who served as a Rifle Squad 
Leader for the 7th Marines, conducted a roadside check along with other members 
of his marine squad in a place called Karabilah, Iraq.  
  
When all of a sudden, an insurgent threw a grenade and without hesitation CPL 
Dunham he threw himself over the blast. In one act, he shielded his fellow 
Marines from certain death.  
  
Now CPL Dunham could have taken cover and saved himself, but instead he 
sacrificed his life to save his fellow Marines. As a result, he was posthumously 
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.  
  
One of the greatest examples of sacrifice was when Jesus died on a cross for our 
sins. You see Jesus could have stayed in heaven as the Son of God or lived a quiet 
life as a carpenter from Nazareth.  
  
But someone needed to pay God’s penalty for the sins of the world and 
volunteered to become God’s lamb.  
  
Under the Old Testament system, every worshiper who had done wrong would 
sacrifice a lamb but under the New Testament system, everything was 
reversed.  God provided the lamb and that lamb was Jesus., This was so we don’t 
have to provide the lamb and perform animal sacrifices.  
  



So when we accept what Jesus did and invite him into our hearts, we have eternal 
life. I urge you receive his sacrifice for what he has done for you and experience 
eternal life for yourselves.  
  
There is turmoil in our country.  Everywhere we look there is conflict. There are 
enemies within and without. Unfortunately, not everyone has the best interest of 
our country at hand. There are competing and unhealthy ideologies that 
permeate all levels of society and even at the highest levels of government. 
  
But if you look at the history of our country, it was founded on wonderful ideals of 
freedom and liberty, but unfortunately, they are under attack. And still, people 
from all parts of the world want to come here.  
  
I am not apologetic for my love for this country and others should love their 
country as well.  
  
There is a poem “It is the Soldier” written by Charles Michael Province, a veteran 
of the US Army. 
  
It is the soldier, not the minister who has given us freedom of religion. 
  
It is the soldier, not the reporter who has given us freedom of the press. 
  
It is the soldier, not the campus organizer who has given us freedom to protest. 
  
It is the soldier, not the politician who has given us the right to vote. 
  
It is the soldier who salutes the flag, who serves beneath the flag, and whose 
coffin is draped by the flag.  Who allows the protester to burn the flag.  
  


